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 Minister 
                                                                                                                             Ministry of Planning 

 Government of the Peopleôs Republic of Bangladesh 

 
 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE 
 

It is my immense pleasure to mention that Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) successfully 

conducted the nationwide Economic Census during 31 March to 31 May 2013, and the final results 

were published on 31 December 2015. Now the district reports are publishing. The district reports of 

Economic Census provide various economic, industry and business information in different dimension 

down to Union levels for the users. 
 

The present government has given the utmost importance to quality and timely release of statistical 

data. In view of this, the Statistics Act 2013 has been enacted in the National Parliament and 

National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS) has also been approved by the Cabinet.  
 

I hope that the report will be the key source of data for policy makers, planners, business 

communities, civil society members, media and development partners in formulating policies, 

defining the strategies and undertaking development programmes in different levels for the 

development of the country.  
 

My heartiest thanks to all concerned of SID and BBS for bringing out this report. I would like to thank 

persons both within and outside the government who contributed to the smooth implementation of the 

census programme and made it a success. 

 
 

 
Dhaka AHM Mustafa Kamal, FCA, MP 

September, 2016 
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 Minister of State 
 Ministry of Finance & Ministry of Planning 

 Government of the Peopleôs Republic of Bangladesh 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE 

 

I am pleased to know that Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) has completed the preparation of 

District Reports of Economic Census 2013, which was successfully conducted across the country 

during the period of 31 March-31 May 2013. The final results of the Census were published on 31 

December 2015, and the District Report is going to be published now. I hope that it would be a prime 

source of economic and business data at the local level.  
 

The report is expected to provide key data on a number of establishments like permanent, temporary 

and economic households at district, upazila and down to union levels. It also contains information on 

employment generation, business structure, labour force participation and private sector composition. 

I believe that the report will be a dependable benchmark database for policy makers and other 

interested stakeholders as well. 
 

I thank the Secretary, Statistics and Informatics Division and the Director General, Bangladesh 

Bureau of Statistics and all staff of BBS for bringing out this report. My thanks are due to the persons 

within and outside the government for their contribution for making the Economic Census 2013 a 

success. 

 

 

 
Dhaka M. A. Mannan, MP 

September, 2016 
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 Secretary 

 Statistics and Informatics Division 

 Ministry of Planning 

 Government of the Peopleôs Republic of Bangladesh 

 

 

 

 

 

FOREWORD 
 
 

 

It is my pleasure to know that, after conducting the third Economic Census during 31 March-31 May 

2013 with the whole financial support of the Government of Bangladesh (GoB), the final results were 

published on 31 December 2015, and the district reports are going to be released now. It is important 

to note that this economic census is the first full count census covering non-agriculture sectors of the 

economy throughout the country at a time.     
 

This district report provides information on number of establishments, types and activities classified 

by major industries at sub-national level. In particular, it provides information on employment 

generation, businesses, labour force participation, private sector composition and small area 

information from district to union. I believe that the data presented in this report will help policy 

makers, planners, researchers, administrators, development partners and other agencies for evidence-

based policy formulation particularly for the development at the grass-root level.  
 

I extend my deep appreciation to Mr. Mohammad Abdul Wazed, Director General of Bangladesh 

Bureau of Statistics, and Mr. Md. Dilder Hossain, Project Director, the Project Management Team 

(PMT) and other officials of BBS for their sincere efforts for publishing the report. I do appreciate the 

valuable contribution and analytical inputs from the distinguished Members of the Steering 

Committee and the Technical Committee in finalising this district report in time. Thanks are due to the 

Members of the Report Review Committee of SID and Editorsô Forum of BBS for reviewing and 

providing feedback to finalise the report. Finally, I offer our deepest gratitude to our esteemed citizens 

who extended all-out cooperation for the smooth conduct of the census.  
 

Suggestions and comments on the report are most welcome as BBS has been striving for excellence. 

 

 

 

 

Dhaka K M Mozammel Hoq 

September, 2016 
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 Director General 
 Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 

  Statistics and Informatics Division 

 Ministry of Planning 

 

 

 

 
 

PREFACE 
 

The third decennial Economic Census was successfully conducted by Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 

(BBS) during 31 March- 31 May 2013. It was a major statistical undertaking of the BBS that involves 

massive operations both at national and sub-national levels. The main objective of the census was to 

know the structural changes happened over the last decade. The final results of the census were 

published on 31 December 2015 through a dissemination seminar and now the district reports are 

being published.   
 

The Economic Census 2013 was different in many reasons from the earlier ones. Listing operation of 

all households and establishments prior to main census was carried out in order to identify the 

economic units appropriately. Data entry was made at the field level using Union Information and 

Service Center (UISC); at the same time, the data were sent to BBS headquarters through internet. 

Wide-range of media coverage as well as active engagement of the stakeholders contributed notably to 

make the census successful. To validate the census data in regard to quality and coverage, Post 

Enumeration Check (PEC) was conducted by an Independent Organisation, BIDS. All these efforts 

notably contributed to have the quality data. I believe that the data given in this district report will add 

significant values to enrich the local level research, planning and policy formulation.    
 

I gratefully acknowledge the contribution of Mr. K M Mozammel Hoq, Secretary, Statistics and 

Informatics Division (SID) for his overall guidance and encouragement in bringing out this report. My 

sincere thanks to the members of census team particularly to Mr. Md. Dilder Hossain, Project 

Director, Mr. Shazadur Rahman, Data Processing Consultant and other members of the project team 

who worked hard with utmost sincerity in bringing out this report. Special thanks are also due to 

distinguished members of the Census Technical Committee for their contribution in the analytical 

improvement of the report.  
 

Suggestions and comments on the report for further improvement will be highly appreciated. 

 
 

  
Dhaka  Mohammad Abdul Wazed 

September, 2016 
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Economic Census 2013 

Gopalganj: At a Glance  
 

Sl. No. Description Number Percentage (%) 

 Establishments 

1.  Total 62970 100 

Permanent 33932 53.89 

Temporary 1051 1.67 

Economic Household 27987 44.44 

2.  Urban 12057 100 

Permanent 7836 64.99 

Temporary 444 3.68 

Economic Household 3777 31.33 

3.  Rural  50913 100 

Permanent 26096 51.26 

Temporary 607 1.19 

Economic Household 24210 47.55 

4.  Major Economic Activities 62970 100 

Wholesale and Retail Trade, Repair of Motor Vehicles.... 26349 41.84 

Transportation and Storage 15064 23.92 

Manufacturing 3872 6.15 

Accommodation and Food Service Activities 3315 5.26 

Education 1490 2.37 

Human Health and Social Work Activities 663 1.05 

All Other Economic Activities 12217 19.40 

5.  Male Headed 58608 100 

Urban 10522 17.95 

Rural 48086 82.05 

6.  Female Headed  4362 100 

Urban 1535 35.19 

Rural 2827 64.81 

7.  Registration Status 62970 100 

Registered 12801 20.33 

Non-Registered 36479 57.93 

Not Applicable 13690 21.74 

8.  Inception Period 62970 100 

Before 1971 1741 2.76 

1971-89 3865 6.14 

1990-99 9604 15.25 

2000-09 33613 53.38 

2010-13 14147 22.47 

9.  Mode of Sales 62970 100 

Retail 33397 53.04 

Wholesale 1499 2.38 

Not Applicable 28074 44.58 



xx 

 

Sl. No. Description Number Percentage (%) 

10.  Accounting System 62970 100 

Maintain Accounting System 56797 90.2 

Maintain no Accounting System 6173 9.8 

11.  Current Fixed Assets (In Lac Taka)  
(Excluding Government & Autonomous)   

61658 100 

Up to 5 59161 95.95 

5-50 2307 3.74 

50-100 108 0.18 

100-1000 62 0.1 

1000-1500 19 0.03 

1500-3000 0 0 

3000+ 1 0 

12.  Investment by Non Resident Bangladeshis  

(In Thousand Taka) 

414 100 

Up to 50  79 19.08 

51-100  19 4.59 

101-500  56 13.53 

Above 500  260 62.8 

13.  Manufacturing  3872 100 

Urban 947 24.46 

Rural 2925 75.54 

14.  Type of Fuel Used in Manufacturing  3872 100 

Electricity 708 18.29 

Solar 56 1.45 

Gas 130 3.36 

Petroleum 47 1.21 

Coal 418 10.8 

Wood 450 11.62 

Non-fueled 2063 53.28 

15.  Machinery Used in Manufacturing 3872 100 

Power Operated 784 20.25 

Fuel Operated 81 2.09 

Both Power and Fuel Operated 103 2.66 

Hand Operated 2476 63.95 

Not Applicable 428 11.05 

16.  Market  
(Applicable for Manufacturing Establishments only) 

3872 100 

Local 3561 91.97 

Export 8 0.21 

Both 3 0.08 

Not Applicable 300 7.75 

17.  Status of Taxpayerôs Identification Number (TIN) 62970 100 

Having TIN 19 0.03 

Having No TIN 62951 99.97 



xxi 

Sl. No. Description Number Percentage (%) 

18.   VAT Registration Status 62970 100 

Having VAT Registration 4126 6.55 

Having No VAT Registration 58844 93.45 

19.  Use of CT in Manufacturing Establishments 3872 100 

Used Computer Technology (CT) 67 1.73 

Not Used Computer Technology (CT) 3805 98.27 

20.  Establishments by Ownership Status (excluding 

Economic Household) 

34983 100 

Individual/Family 29157 83.35 
Partnership 155 0.44 

Private Ltd 32 0.09 
Public Ltd 60 0.17 

Government & Autonomous 1312 3.75 
Foreign & Joint Venture 0 0 
Co-operative 103 0.29 

Non-profit Institutions (NPI) 1957 5.59 
Expatriate 21 0.06 

Others 2186 6.25 

21.  Establishments by Type  62970 100 

Cottage 60090 95.43 

Micro 352 0.56 

Small 2500 3.97 

Medium 17 0.03 

Large 11 0.02 

22.  Permanent Establishments by Ownership  33932 100 

Individual/Family 28119 82.87 

Partnership 151 0.45 
Private Ltd 31 0.09 

Public Ltd 60 0.18 
Government & Autonomous 1312 3.86 
Foreign & Joint Venture 0 0 

Co-operative 98 0.29 
Non-profit Institutions (NPI) 1955 5.76 

Expatriate 21 0.06 
Others 2185 6.44 

23.  Manufacturing Establishments by Ownership 2662 100 

Individual/Family 2621 98.46 

Partnership 27 1.01 

Private Ltd 13 0.49 

Public Ltd 0 0 

Government & Autonomous 0 0 

Foreign & Joint Venture 0 0 

Co-operative 1 0.04 

Non-profit Institutions (NPI) 0 0 

Expatriate 0 0 

Others 0 0 



xxii  

 

Sl. No. Description Number Percentage (%) 

Total Person Engaged (TPE) 

24.  Total 125944 100 

Urban 28508 22.64 

Rural 97436 77.36 

25.  Total 125944 100 

Male 108561 86.2 

Female 17383 13.8 

26.  Category  125944 100 

Cottage 96895 76.93 

Micro 1755 1.39 

Small 22368 17.76 

Medium 1610 1.28 

Large 3316 2.63 

27.  Major Economic Activities 125944 100 

Wholesale and Retail Trade, Repair of Motor Vehicles.... 39091 31.04 
Manufacturing  20533 16.30 

Transportation and Storage  19852 15.76 
Other Service Activities  15161 12.04 
Education 12323 9.78 

Accommodation and Food Service Activities 7045 5.59 
All Other Economic Activities 11939 9.48 

28.  Permanent Establishments 85146 100 

Male 74169 87.11 

Female 10977 12.89 

29.  Temporary Establishments 1612 100 

Male 1565 97.08 

Female 47 2.92 

30.  Economic Households  39186 100 

Male 32827 83.77 

Female 6359 16.23 

31.  Working Proprietors  56769 100 

Male 53772 94.72 

Female 2997 5.28 

32.  Unpaid Family Workers  10771 100 

Male 6834 63.45 

Female 3937 36.55 

33.  Full Time Workers  54274 100 

Male 44754 82.46 

Female 9520 17.54 

34.  Part Time Workers  2904 100 

Male 2375 81.78 

Female 529 18.22 

35.  Casual Workers  1226 100 

Male 826 67.37 

Female 400 32.63 



xxiii  

Sl. No. Description Number Percentage (%) 

36.  Working Status of Male  108561 100 

Working Proprietors 53772 49.53 

Unpaid Family Workers 6834 6.3 

Full Time Workers 44754 41.22 

Part Time Workers 2375 2.19 

Casual Workers 826 0.76 

37.  Working Status of Female  17383 100 

Working Proprietors 2997 17.24 

Unpaid Family Workers 3937 22.65 

Full Time Workers 9520 54.77 

Part Time Workers 529 3.04 

Casual Workers 400 2.3 

38.  Ownership Status (Excluding Economic Households) 86758 100 
Individual/Family 57833 66.66 

Partnership 1908 2.2 
Private Ltd 2273 2.62 
Public Ltd 810 0.93 

Government & Autonomous 13365 15.41 
Foreign & Joint Venture 0 0 

Co-operatives 505 0.58 
Non-profit Institutions (NPI) 3317 3.82 
Expatriate 121 0.14 

Others 6626 7.64 

39.  Ownership Status (Permanent Establishments) 85146 100 

Individual/Family 56247 66.06 
Partnership 1900 2.23 

Private Ltd 2272 2.67 
Public Ltd 810 0.95 
Government & Autonomous 13365 15.69 

Foreign & Joint Venture 0 0 
Co-operatives 495 0.58 

Non-profit Institutions (NPI) 3313 3.89 
Expatriate 121 0.14 
Others 6623 7.78 

40.  Ownership Status of Manufacturing Establishments  

(Excluding Economic Households) 
17087 100 

Individual/Family 13824 80.9 

Partnership 1400 8.19 
Private Ltd 1859 10.88 
Public Ltd 0 0 

Government & Autonomous 0 0 
Foreign & Joint Venture 0 0 

Co-operatives 4 0.02 
Non-profit Institutions (NPI) 0 0 
Expatriate 0 0 

Others 0 0 
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Map of Gopalganj Showing the Percentage of Establishments by Upazila 
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Map of Gopalganj Showing the Percentage of Total Persons Engaged (TPE) by Upazila 
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CHAPTER I  
Introduction  

1.1 Background 
 

An Economic Census is the complete enumeration of the full set of economic units belonging to a 

given population or universe at a particular time with respect to well defined characteristics. Literally, 

it is the whole process of collecting, compiling, processing, analysing and publishing economic data 

related to all economic units of a country. It is a well-structured undertaking which provides timely, 

reliable, accurate and detailed data on the size and distribution of economic units of different 

categories. The economic census is a primary source of benchmark statistics which provides major 

facts about the structure and functioning of the national economy as well as brings out the nature of 

structural changes taken place in both the formal and informal business sectors in between two 

economic censuses. It also provides important data for the framework of GDP, input & output 

measures, production & price indices and other statistical areas, which are used to measure the short-

term changes in the economy. 
 

The history of Economic Census is very recent in comparison to the Population Census. In many 

countries, Population Census is the oldest census undertaking followed by Agriculture Census and 

Economic Census respectively. As the national economy has been growing with the rapid expansion 

of non-farm economic activities in the countries, the importance of Economic Census or Business 

Census has also been emerged as an essential undertaking to provide vital information on business and 

industries. Data collected from establishments generally help policy makers monitor economic 

activity, pursue programmes for employment generation, assess private sector requirements and 

provide assistance to business and industries at regional as well as national levels. 
 

Governmentôs persistent pro-people and business-friendly policies for economic development of the 

country have resulted in rapid economic growth in Bangladesh over the last two decades. By this time, 

Bangladesh has made tremendous development in science & technology as well as business & 

industry. A number of new economic activities like Shipbuilding, Software Development, Event 

Management, Security Services and Mobile Banking Services etc. have widely been taking place. 

Agro-based economy of Bangladesh has rapidly been transforming to a mixed one creating 

considerable income and employment opportunities. Currently, Service Sector dominates the economy 

contributing 49.30 percent to GDP while the Industry and the Agriculture Sectors contribute about 32 

percent and 18.70 percent respectively. To measure the changing pattern of Bangladesh economy, 

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) has been conducting Economic Census since 1986 and the 

current one is the third of its series. 
 

The first Economic Census titled óCensus on Non-farm Economic Activities and Disabled Personsô 

was conducted during 27-29 December 1986 throughout the country. According to the decision of the 

Government, disability was included in this census as a focused issue together with the non-farm 

economic activities. It covered both establishments and households having economic activities. 

Agricultural households were kept outside the purview of this economic census. 
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The Second Economic Census of the country was held in two phases: the first phase during 27-31 

May 2001 in the urban areas and the second during 20-26 April 2003 in the rural areas. It covered all 

non-farm economic activities of both urban and rural areas. Three types of economic units such as 

permanent establishments, temporary establishments and premise-based household economic 

activities were covered in that census.  
 

The third Economic Census was conducted during 31 March to 31 May 2013 across the country under 

the Project of óEconomic Census 2013ô with the full financing of the Government of Bangladesh 

(GoB). Data collection was carried out in two phases: the first phase during 15-24 April 2013 in 37 

districts and the second phase during 15-24 May 2013 in 27 districts. One of the key features of this 

census was listing operation i.e. all units of the country irrespective of establishments or households, 

permanent or temporary, were enlisted prior to the main census. After that, only the economic units, 

except crop agriculture, were separated from the lists and subsequently enumerated in the main 

census. It is mention worthy that this step helped reduce the census burden considerably in terms of 

operation and management. It also contributed to ensure optimum use of public resources.  
 

1.2 Objectives 
 

The main objective of the Economic Census was to observe the nature of the structural changes taken 

place in the economy over the last decade, and to provide comprehensive statistical information for 

policy makers, planners, researchers, business communities and others for policy making, economic, 

social & business planning, and for other uses. 
 

The other objectives were: 
 

1. To generate statistics on types of activities, persons engaged (working proprietors and 

partners, full-time and part-time employees, family workers classified by sex), year of 

establishment of the non-agricultural economic unit by type of ownership and so on; 

2. To make sampling frame available for planning and designing comprehensive surveys on 

non-agricultural economic activities in between two economic censuses; 

3. To facilitate determination of the relative contribution of non-agricultural sector to the 

economy; 

4. To provide benchmark data for rebasing and updating the national accounts aggregates and 

other economic measures of the country; 

5. To prepare an up-to-date directory of industries and business enterprises for urban and rural 

areas according to the Bangladesh Standard Industrial Classification (BSIC-2009) which was 

prepared following the International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC)-Rev.4;  

6. To observe economic activities performed by the households; and 

7. To provide disaggregated statistics on various economic activities down to Mauza level. 
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1.3 Scope and Coverage of the Census  
 

1.3.1. Scope 
 

All non-farm economic activities according to BSIC-2009 (See Chapter II), except Section-T 

(Activities of households as employers; undifferentiated goods- and services- producing activities 

of households for own use) and Section-U (Activities of extraterritorial organisations and bodies, 

were included in the scope of Economic Census 2013. Section-T was excluded considering that 

activities under this section have been conventionally covered partly by the Agriculture Census and 

partly by the Labour Force Survey, and to avoid the duplication. Section-U was not included in the 

scope of the census as the activities under this section are not reasonably taken into account to the 

national accounts aggregates globally; traditionally this section was kept outside of the scopes of 

earlier two economic censuses, i.e. Economic Census 2001 & 03 and Economic Census 1986.  
 

Hence, all government and non-government establishments engaged in such activities mentioned 

above for profit-making or for serving the community irrespective of their nature such as 

permanent, temporary or household were considered in the scope of this Census. It is mention 

worthy that, in addition to the economic activities carried out in the households, activities operated 

outside the household such as hawking, operating own rickshaw/push cart/van/easy bike/other 

transports, street vending etc. were included within the purview of the household based economic 

activities whereas these activities were included as temporary establishments in the census of 2001 

& 03. 
 

Thus, the scope and coverage of the Economic Census 2013 are different from that of 1986 and 

2001 & 03. Therefore, the findings of the Economic Census 2013 would not be fully comparable to 

that of earlier censuses particularly for the temporary economic units and household based 

economic units. 
 

1.3.2 Coverage: 
 

Geographically, the Census has covered the entire area of the country except territorial enclaves. 

All establishments and economic households located both in urban and rural areas were completely 

enumerated in the census. It may be noted that the scope, coverage, concepts & definitions and 

questionnaire of the census were vetted by the Technical Committee. 
 

1.4 Census Planning and Operation  
 

1.4.1 Census Process 
 

A systematic and comprehensive census work-plan was prepared delineating detailed activities with the 

specific timeline, and was furnished in the Development Project Proposal (DPP) of the project with the 

view to ensuring a smooth census operation. The plan contained a brief description of all census 

activities from the beginning to the ending of the process including the pilot census. All operational 

procedures relating to the design of questionnaire, methodologies, data collection plan, training 
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programme and procedures, field control, manpower requirements, job descriptions of the supervisory 

census personnel, census publicity, and distribution of census materials, data processing & analysis and 

publication plans were also illustrated in the work plan. A calendar of census activities with detailed 

time frame was also prepared and census operation was accomplished following the census calendar. 
 

1.4.2 Listing of Establishments and Households 
 

A complete list of all establishments and households of the country was prepared before the 

main enumeration. Both economic and non-economic establishments and households 

irrespective of their nature, that is, temporary or permanent were enlisted. Only basic 

information such as name, address, nature of household and establishment, total persons 

engaged (TPE) by sex etc. of the units were collected during listing operation in order to identify 

whether the unit is engaged in any non-agricultural economic activity. From this list, economic 

units were separated and included in the main census for data collection, and the rest were kept 

outside the purview of the census. The whole process was termed as First Zonal Operation. 
 

1.4.3 Zonal Operation 
 

Two zonal operations were carried out in order to complete the preparatory work of the main census. 

Under the First Zonal Operation, listing of all units, mapping & geo-code updating and formation of 

Enumeration Area (EA) were accomplished. Recruitment of interviewers and supervisors, further 

checking of geo-code, formation of various census committees were done under the Second Zonal 

Operation. 
 

1.4.4 Pilot Census 
 

Pilot census is the dress-rehearsal of the main census. It is the method of testing the efficiency of 

census preparation. It helps in understanding whether there has been any deficiency in any stage of 

census preparation. To examine the preparatory work of the main census, a Pilot Census was carried 

out during 8-14 February 2013 in two areas: at Ward No. 15 of Sylhet City Corporation and at Vayna 

Union of Sujanagar Upazila under Pabna District. The Pilot Census covered the issues of testing the 

appropriateness of the questionnaire including respondentsô burden, field operation with supervision, 

data processing, tabulation and data analysis. After the pilot census, necessary changes were made in 

the process of preparation to ensure smooth census operation. 
 

1.4.5 Mapping & Geo-Coding 
 

A hierarchical geographical coding system in respect of administrative units was developed by BBS in 

order to identify the units uniquely from the highest to the lowest tier. BBS has also developed the 

digital maps of all Mauzas, the smallest administrative unit of the country. These maps were used as 

the base map in the preparation of enumeration area (EA) maps and supervisorôs map in the census. 

Geo-codes were updated, and maps of EAs as well as supervisors were prepared during zonal 

operations prior to the main census to demarcate enumeration areas properly. This process also helped 

in establishing a strong control on checking the coverage error of the census.  
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1.4.6 Manuals and Control Forms 
 

Manual is the tool to conceptualize the questionnaire as well as operationalize the field work of 

the census. Two manuals - the Field Manual for operational control and the Training Manual 

for the Interviewers - were prepared before the final enumeration. Legal aspect of the census, 

composition and duties & responsibilities of various census committees, interviewers, 

supervisors, census co-ordinators, method of training, mode of publicity, distribution and 

recollection process of census materials etc. were explained in the Field Manual. Definitions 

and concepts of various terms, the method of data collection, meaning of each question of the 

census questionnaire, process of filling up the tally sheets were narrated in the Training Manual 

for the Interviewers. In addition, some control forms were prepared and supplied to the field to 

regulate the census activities as well as to have a quick summary of the census data by 

administrative tier. 
 

1.4.7 Publicity & Campaign 
 

Publicity & campaign is considered as a significant part of any census. Usually, people or respondents 

show reluctance in providing any data to the interviewers as all of them are not aware enough of the 

usefulness of statistical information. Hence, media campaign can contribute immensely to motivate 

the respondents to respond to the census questionnaire with the accurate information. It facilitates 

easier access of the interviewers to the respondents. Overall campaign, including use of print and 

electronic media, added a new dimension to Economic Census 2013. The following steps were taken 

in connection with the campaign of Economic Census 2013: 
 

1.  Horse Carts Rally was arranged during the main census. It is notable that this idea was very 

effective in creating awareness of people and was highly appreciated by the mass people. 
 

2. Regular advertisements inspiring the target group for participation in census were published in 

a number of daily newspapers. 
 

3. Special supplement on the beginning day of main census operation was published in a number 

of newspapers. 
 

4. The events of countdown, celebrity calls, puthi path (manuscript of verse recited in a special 

melody) phone-in-programmes, theme songs, local songs, jingles, folk songs were frequently 

aired by the Bangladesh Betar (Radio). 
 

5. Bangladesh Television and some of the private TV Channels were engaged to telecast talk 

show, jingle, theme songs, tribal songs, TV-scrolling and phone-in-programmes etc. 
 

6. Bill boards were displayed in different parts of the city corporations. 
 

7. Interpersonal communication campaign such as special discussions, press conferences at 

national and local levels, exchange of views with various trade and industrial associations, 

meeting with government and non-government officials, civil society, media personnel from 

national level to grassroots levels were carried out. 
 

8. Messages were sent to the mobile phone subscribers to inform them about the census. 
 

9. Posters, stickers, banners etc. were displayed in numerous places across the country. 
 

10. Leaflets, brochures, souvenirs like Mug, T-shirt and Crest engraving census information were 

distributed to the target groups as well as the mass people. It is notable that huge number of 

leaflet was distributed door to door through the newspapersô vendors inserting them into the 

newspapers.  
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1.4.8 Training and Data Collection 
 

Training and data collection are the most fundamental components of a census. A comprehensive 

training was imparted to the census personnel to make them efficient in their respective jobs. The 

whole country, 64 districts including city corporations, were divided into 86 areas and named as 

Census Districts during first zonal operation. The Census Districts were further segmented into small 

areas to ensure intensive supervision and monitoring so that quality data collection could be ensured. 

The 86 Census Districts were divided into 2,073 zones on the basis of the listing operation to make 

sure that the census could be managed properly and enumerated accurately. The zones were divided 

into 67,847 Enumeration Areas (EA), - each consisting of around 150 economic units irrespective of 

household or establishment. An interviewer was appointed for each EA and a supervisor was 

designated for supervising the work of a group of 6 to 7 interviewers. To carry out the final data 

collection, a total of 67,036 Interviewers (Data Collectors), 12,175 Supervisors, 2,073 Zonal Officers 

and 86 District Census Coordinators (DCCs) were appointed. Interviewers and Supervisors were hired 

from the local educated unemployed youths while the Zonal Officers and DCCs were assigned from 

BBS Officials.  
 

To ensure quality control of data collection, four-tier supervision circles were created. Supervisors 

were assigned for overseeing the activities of Interviewers, Zonal officer for Supervisors and DCCs 

for Zonal Officers. Several independent teams comprising of the senior officials of BBS and SID were 

assigned for supervising and monitoring the overall activities of the census to achieve quality results. 

Moreover, extra measures were taken to ensure the quality of census engaging some of the high 

officials temporarily such as Deputy Secretaries and Joint Secretaries from the Ministry of Public 

Administration. 
 

In order to have quality data and to train the census personnel on some essential techniques of census 

operation including questionnaire, two-day long training programme was conducted. DCCs (Master 

Trainers) were trained by the Core Training Team (CTT) of the Census in the Headquarters of BBS, 

Zonal Officers by DCCs at district Headquarters and Supervisors & Interviewers by Zonal Officers at 

Upazila/Union level. The verbatim training manuals containing detailed instructions on the techniques 

of filling up the questionnaire and of other field operations were provided to all trainees to ensure 

uniform training across the country. Besides, hands-on-exercise on the technique of data collection 

was demonstrated at the field at all levels of training.   

After the training, enumeration was done in two phases - first phase during 15-24 April 2013 in 37 

districts and second phase during 15-24 May 2013 in 27 districts. To ensure a smooth operation, a 

central Census Control Room was set up at the Headquarters of BBS that was kept functioning round 

the clock. In addition, Control Rooms were also established at different levels such as at regional, 

district, Upazila offices and union parishads to meet up any emergency instantly. After the completion 

of enumeration, census books were preserved at Upazila Statistical Offices with a view to editing and 

coding at local level. Only Tally Sheets ï the summary sheet of a census book having information on a 

few key questions - were brought to Headquarters for preparing the preliminary report. 
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1.5  Data Editing and Coding  
 

Coding refers to putting a numeric number following statistical classification. It is used to group 

and organise information meaningfully and systematically into standard format that is useful for 

determining similarity of ideas, events, objects or persons. In Economic Census 2013, Bangladesh 

Standard Industrial Classification (BSIC) 2009, prepared by the BBS following International 

Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC) Rev.4, was used to codify the economic units by their 

activities. Besides, Bangladesh Central Product Classification (BCPC) 2012 ï also developed by 

the BBS based on Central Product Classification (CPC) Rev.2 ï was used in coding the product 

and the service produced by the economic units. The coding was done at the field offices of BBS 

by the hired coders from the local unemployed and educated youths, but the activity was 

intensively supervised in different tier by the staff of BBS. To make the coders and the supervisors 

conceptualized the coding of economic activity, five-day long training was conducted at all district 

Headquarters. The coding and editing activities were strongly supervised by the supervising 

officers who received four-day long training at the Headquarters of BBS, and acted as the master 

trainers at field level training. Coding Books - short form of BSIC in Bengali and BCPC - were 

supplied to all coders, supervisors as well as master trainers to ensure unique coding.  

 

It is important to mention that the filled-in questionnaires were also edited i.e. each questionnaire 

of the book was thoroughly verified manually before coding at the field offices of BBS to make 

them flawless to the extent possible. The editing activity was accomplished following the same 

procedure as coding. 
 

1.6 Data Entry and Processing   
 

After the completion of editing and coding, the data was made entry in the computers at the Union 

Information and Service Centres (UISCs) throughout the country in order to complete the activity 

within the shortest possible time. Besides, data of various city corporations like Dhaka, Chittagong, 

Rajshahi, Khulna, Barisal, Rangpur, Sylhet and Gazipur were captured at the Headquarters of BBS. 

Data made entry at UISCs were automatically transferred to, and stored at the central server installed 

specially for the Census at the Headquarters of BBS. Eventually, the data were uploaded, processed 

and analysed at the Headquarters and a number of statistical tables were generated. 

 

One of the outstanding features of the Economic Census 2013 was that the data entry was completed 

within a very short time, in three months, as it had been carried out at the field level at a time across 

the country as well as at the Headquarters. An óOnline Systemô was developed by a consulting firm 

named Information Solutions Ltd. (ISL), which has been hired to do the job, creating the opportunity 

of making data entry across the country at a time both in online and in offline.  Therefore, data entry 

was done in both ways: online and offline. The firm was engaged not only for developing the system 

but also for providing necessary supports until the preparation of final results.  
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1.7 Post Enumeration Check (PEC)  
 

One of the most significant and indispensable part of any census is to conduct Post Enumeration 

Check (PEC) to validate the census data. Census data collection is often prone to diverse non-

sampling errors due to its size. PEC, conducted independently soon after the census data collection, is 

one of the standard methods of calculating that errors. The PEC results are used for correcting the 

errors of the census. PEC refers to re-enumeration of the economic units of some specific 

Enumeration Areas (EAs) of the census selecting through an appropriate sampling method.  
 

PEC is defined as the full recount of all the economic units of a representative sample of a census 

population followed by matching each unit enumerated in the PEC with the information obtained from 

the census enumeration. Therefore, it estimates the extent of coverage as well as content errors 

occurred in the census enumeration.  
 

It is worthwhile mentioning that coverage error is the error come out due to over-count or under-count 

of the economic units owing to omitting or double-counting of the units. However, content error refers 

to the flaw in the characteristics of economic units reported during census enumeration.  
 

Coverage errors are of three types: i) Omissions, ii) Duplications, and iii) Erroneous Inclusions. 

However, content errors may take place if information of the units such as type of unit, type of 

activity, total persons employed etc., is wrongly recorded.  
 

Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS), an autonomous professional body, carried out 

the PEC being chosen by BBS in view of keeping the independence between the PEC and the Census. 

BIDS was selected considering their past experience on conducting the PEC of Population and 

Housing Census 2011 successfully, and their Expression of Interest as well.  
 

The sampling design prepared by BIDS involved drawing a sample of 300 Enumeration Areas (EAs) 

following two stage sampling procedure. In the first stage, the overall economy was divided into three 

strata, namely City Corporations, Municipalities and Rural areas. Based on the share of these three 

strata in the total number of economic units in the census, a total of 300 unions/wards were selected 

from these strata. In the second stage, one EA was selected from each sample union/ward. All 

economic units belonging to the sample union/ward were completely enumerated under the PEC. 

Economic units are the basic units of investigation in both Census and PEC. On the basis of the pre-

census listing results, EAs were created to have about 150 economic units per EA. With 300 sample 

EAs, the total size of the sample economic units, thus, becomes nearly 45000, which was considered 

large enough for getting reliable estimates of coverage and content error.   
 

According to the usual feature of a PEC, a short questionnaire was prepared consisting of 14 out of the 

27 questions of the census questionnaire so as to reflect the content errors of the census properly. Data 

of the PEC were collected during 6-10 October, 2013 and just before the data collection, rigorous 

training was imparted to the PEC personnel.  
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The PEC findings reveal that the Net Under-Count is 0.84% which is 0.70% in rural, 1.34% in 

municipality and 0.99% in city corporation. Adjusting the data of the Economic Census 2013 using 

the PEC findings, the core estimates of Gopalganj district become as follows: 

Type of 

Establishments 

Number of 

Establishments 

Total Persons Engaged 

Total % Total % Male % Female % 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Total 63488 100 127008 100 109477 100 17531 100 

Permanent 34220 53.90 85892 67.63 74820 68.34 11072 63.16 

Temporary 1061 1.67 1627 1.28 1580 1.44 47 0.27 

Economic Household 28207 44.43 39489 31.09 33077 30.21 6412 36.58 

Urban 12219 19.25 28890 22.75 24620 22.49 4270 24.36 

Permanent 7941 12.51 23586 18.57 20793 18.99 2793 15.93 

Temporary 450 0.71 686 0.54 676 0.62 10 0.06 

Economic Household 3828 6.03 4618 3.64 3151 2.88 1467 8.37 

Rural  51269 80.75 98118 77.25 84857 77.51 13261 75.64 

Permanent 26279 41.39 62306 49.06 54027 49.35 8279 47.22 

Temporary 611 0.96 941 0.74 904 0.83 37 0.21 

Economic Household 24379 38.40 34871 27.46 29926 27.34 4945 28.21 

 

The adjusted results reveal that, there are 63,488 establishments where 34,220 are permanent, 1,061 

temporary and 28,207 economic households in Gopalganj District. In the urban areas, there are 12,219 

establishments in which 7,941 are permanent, 450 temporary and 3,828 economic households. In the 

rural areas, there are 51,269 establishments in which 26,279 are permanent, 611 temporary and 24,379 

economic households. 

 

On the other hand, there are a total of 1,27,008 persons engaged in non-farm economic activities at 

Gopalganj District, in which 85,892 are engaged in permanent establishments, 1627 in temporary 

establishments and 39,489 in economic households. In the urban areas, there are 28,890 persons 

engaged, in which 23,586 are in permanent establishments, 686 in temporary establishments and 

4,618 in economic households. In the rural areas, there are 98,118 persons engaged, and of them, 

62,306 are in permanent establishments, 941 in temporary establishments and 34,871 in economic 

households.  
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1.8 Limitations  
 

This report has the following limitations:  

i.  Data on some particular agricultural firm-based activities such as dairy, poultry, hatchery, 

fishery etc. were collected during the main census operation; the results were also 

published in the preliminary report; but these are not included in the final report in order to 

keep all censusesô results consistent and comparable as well as to avoid the confusions. 

ii.  Three sections according to BSIC-2009 (See Chapter II, Para-2.21) such as Section-A 

(Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing), Section-T (Activities of households as employers; 

undifferentiated goods and services producing activities of households for own use) and 

Section-U (Activities of extraterritorial organisations and bodies, were not included in 

the scope of Economic Census 2013. Section-A is independently covered by the 

Agriculture Census and Section-T conventionally covered partly by the Agriculture 

Census and partly by the Labour Force Survey. Section-U was not considered because 

of disregarding the activities under this section in compilation of national accounts 

aggregates globally. Moreover, this section was also not included in scopes of the earlier 

two economic censuses, i.e. Economic Census 2001 & 03 and Economic Census 1986.  
 

iii.  The figures of Economic Households are not strictly comparable with that of earlier 

censuses as the definition used in this census and that of earlier censuses are significantly 

different (See Chapter II, Para-2.19). 
 

iv.  In some cases, figures under the category of Micro Industry against various economic 

activities (See Chapter VIII ) are not evident, which has been caused for strictly following 

the definitions used in the National Industrial Policy-2010 (See Annex-VI). 
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CHAPTER II  

Concepts & Definitions 
 

2.1 Economic Activity:  
All activities undertaken for profit or own consumption are considered as economic activities. Such 

activities shall refer to production, distribution, marketing and sales of goods and services. 
 

2.2 Economic Unit:  

Economic Unit is defined as a single establishment or economic household operating economic 

activities for profit, household gain or indirect benefit to the community. 
 

2.3 Establishment:  

An establishment is an enterprise or part of an enterprise that is situated in a single location and in 

which only a single (non-ancillary) productive activity is carried out or in which the principal 

productive activity accounts for most of the value added.  
 

The basic economic unit operated in a permanent or temporary place is treated as establishment. If the 

activity is carried out in a separate room of a household or place only for shop/show room/plants is 

also considered as separate economic establishment. 
 

2.4 Permanent Structure:  

A structure that has a fixed location and permanent shed, wall and fence is a permanent structure. It 

may be a building, tin shed or a hut or parts thereof. It usually lasts for more than a year. 
 

2.5 Temporary Structure:  

Temporary structures are those which have temporary shed but with no wall or fence. It may also be a 

type with wall or fence but no shed. 
 

2.6 Permanent Establishment:  

An economic unit outside household having fixed location and permanent structure is a permanent 

establishment. Permanent establishment is operated in a permanent structure. 
 

2.7 Temporary Establishment:  

An economic unit located in a fixed place beside a road or in a market place outside household, under 

a temporary shed for a year or more is a temporary establishment. The structure may have either shed 

having no fence or fence with no shed. Temporary establishment is operated in a temporary structure.  
 

2.8 Economic Household:  

Households those have non-agricultural economic activities such as cottage industry, shop or 

workshop in or within its premise are classified as Economic Household. However, economic 

activities operated in the household as well as operated outside the household such as hawking, 

operating own rickshaw/push cart/van/easy bike, street vendor etc. are included within the purview of 

the household based economic activities. 
 

2.9 Non-Profit Institutions (NPI):  

The establishments those work for social service and not for profit are non-profit institutions. If these 

have profitable undertakings and profits actually earned, they consequently divert it into peopleôs 
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service activities. The non-profit institutions like mosques, temples, churches, free schools, different 

professional associations, political parties, trade unions, employeesô associations, clubs, orphanages, 

volunteer organisations, sports/cultural organisations, NGOs etc. are covered in the category.  
 

2.10 Rural Area:  

The area outside those of City Corporations, Paurashavas and Upazila Headquarters in the country 

constitutes the rural area.  
 

2.11 Urban area:  

There are three components of the urban area. The area within the jurisdictions of City Corporation, 

Paurashava and Upazila Headquarters are treated as urban area for the Economic Census 2013.  
 

2.12 Ward:  

Ward is a part of a Paurashava or City Corporation. For the administrative convenience, each 

Paurashava or each City Corporation has been divided into several parts. Each part is called a Ward. 

Every ward has a ward council institution and a distinct map. The equivalent unit of Ward in the rural 

area is Union.  
 

2.13 Mauza:  

Mauza is the smallest revenue collection unit in the country. Each Mauza has distinct demarcated map 

called Cadastral Survey (CS) map and a Jurisdiction List Number (J.L No). A Mauza may consist of 

one or more villages. It is a popular unit in the village and is called revenue village.  
 

2.14 Mahalla:  

Mahalla is the smallest informal unit in the urban area and its equivalent unit in the rural area is a 

village. Each Mahalla is a part of a ward, which is a part of a Paurashava or City Corporation in the 

urban area.  
 

2.15 Paurashava (Municipality):  

According to Paurashava Ordinance 1977, Paurashava is an urban area demarcated by a defined area 

map and location. As per Paurashava Act, 2009, it includes all Paurashavas within the jurisdiction of 

Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development & Cooperatives. The Paurashava is a local 

government body headed by a Mayor. The Paurashava authority administers the area under its 

jurisdiction, and is basically responsible for the well-being of the residents. Ensuring the necessary 

civil amenities for the people is its important function.  
 

2.16 Upazila Headquarters:  

Upazila Headquarters is also an urban area formed around Upazila complex or Upazila Police Station 

as a nuclear point. If a part of a Mauza falls within the Upazila Headquarters, the entire Mauza is 

considered under the coverage of Economic Census for the convenience of census enumeration.  
 

2.17 Growth Centre:  

Growth Centre (GC) is called provisionally the convenient well-communicated marketing places 

where agricultural products are brought from rural areas for selling. The economic activities of the 

growth centres developed and constructed by the Local Government Engineering Department (LGED) 

are counted in the Economic Census 2013. 
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2.18 Non-Economic Activities:  

Human activities which are not performed for money or other monetary gains are called non-

economic activities. For instance, if person/persons of family are engaged in household works like 

cooking, taking care of own family members, helping in studying the children, are considered as non-

economic activities in the census. 
 

2.19 Definitions of different economic units used in three censuses are given below: 

Type of 

Economic 

Units  

2013  2001 & 03  1986  

P
e
rm

a
n

e
n

t 
E

s
ta

b
li
s
h

m
e
n

ts 

An economic unit 

outside household 

having fixed location 

and permanent 

structure is a 

permanent 

establishment. 

Permanent 

establishment is 

operated in a 

permanent structure. 

Economic unit 

having fixed location 

and permanent 

structure (lasting for 

more than a year) is a 

permanent 

establishment. 

Permanent 

establishment is 

organised in a 

permanent structure. 

Units primarily engaged in 

economic activities with 

permanent structure and fixed 

location.  

T
e
m

p
o

ra
ry

 E
s
ta

b
lis

h
m

e
n

ts
  

An economic unit 

outside household 

located in a fixed 

place beside a road or 

in a market place, 

whether under a 

temporary shed for a 

year or more is a 

temporary 

establishment. The 

structure may have 

either shed having no 

fence or fence with 

no shed.  Temporary 

establishment is 

organised in a 

temporary structure.  

Economic units 

situated in a fixed 

place beside a road or 

in a market place 

whether under a 

temporary shed for a 

year or more is a 

temporary 

establishment. The 

structure may have 

either shed and no 

fence or either fence 

or no shed. The 

activity undertaken 

regularly under the 

open sky is also 

included in the 

category. Temporary 

establishment is 

organised in a 

temporary structure.                                                                                        

Economic units, situated in a 

fixed place beside a road or in 

a market place, whether under 

a temporary shed or sky.  
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Type of 

Economic 

Units  

2013  2001 & 03  1986  

E
c
o

n
o

m
ic

 H
o

u
s
e
h

o
ld

s 

Households those 
have non-agricultural 
economic activities 
such as cottage 
industry, shop or 
workshop in or 
within its premise are 
classified as 
Economic 
Household. However, 
economic activities 
operated in the 
household as well as 
operated outside the 
household such as 
hawking, operating 
own rickshaw/push 
cart/van/easy bike, 
street vendor etc. are 
included within the 
purview of the 
household based 
economic activities. 

Premise-based 

Establishment:  
Many households 
have non-agricultural 
economic activities 
such as cottage 
industry, shop or 
workshop in or 
within its premise. 
These are classified 
as premise based 
economic 
establishments. 
Premised based 
establishment is 
organised in a 
premise based 
structure. The 
structure may be 
either permanent or 
temporary or even 
under the open sky.  

Premise-based Economic 

Activity:  
Many households have non-
agricultural economic 
activities such as a cottage 
industry, shop or workshop in 
or within its premises. These 
are classified as households 
with premise based economic 
activity. 

Floating economic activity in 
households: If any member of 
the households is self-
employed and engaged in 
floating occupation like 
hawking, pulling a rickshaw, 
shoe-polishing etc., that 
household is classified as a 
household with floating 
economic activity. Members of 
the households who are 
engaged in permanent jobs or 
are working for others in 
exchange for wages are not 
included. 

 

2.20 Definitions of different categories of Industries: 
 

2.20.1 Large Industry 

In manufacturing, large industry will be deemed to comprise enterprises with either the value 

(replacement cost) of fixed assets excluding land and building in excess of Tk. 300 million or with 

more than 250 workers. 
 

For services, ólarge industryô will correspond to enterprises with either the value (replacement cost) of 

fixed assets excluding land and building in excess of Tk. 150 million or with more than 100 workers. 
 

2.20.2 Medium Industry 

In manufacturing, medium industry will be deemed to comprise enterprises with either the value 

(replacement cost) of fixed assets excluding land and building between Tk. 100 million and Tk. 300 

million, or with between 100 and 250 workers. 
 

For services, ómedium industryô will correspond to enterprises with either the value (replacement cost) 

of fixed assets excluding land and building between Tk. 10 million and Tk. 150 million, or with 

between 50 and 100 workers. 
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If on one criterion, a firm falls into the ómediumô category, while it falls into ólargeô category based on 

the other criterion, the firm will be deemed as in the ólargeô category. 
 

2.20.3 Small Industry 

In manufacturing, small industry will be deemed to comprise enterprises with either the value 

(replacement cost) of fixed assets excluding land and building between Tk. 5 million and Tk. 100 

million, or with between 25 and 99 workers. 
 

For services, ósmall industryô will correspond to enterprises with either the value (replacement cost) of 

fixed assets excluding land and building between Tk. half a million and Tk. 10 million, or with 

between 10 and 25 workers. 
 

If on one criterion, a firm falls into the ósmallô category, while it falls into ómediumô category based 

on the other criterion, the firm will be deemed as in the ómediumô category. 
 

2.20.4 Micro Industry 

In manufacturing, micro industry will be deemed to comprise enterprises with either the value 

(replacement cost) of fixed assets excluding land and building between Tk. half a million and Tk. 5 

million, or with between 10 and 24, or smaller number of, workers. 
 

If on one criterion, a firm falls into the ómicroô category, while it falls into ósmallô category based on 

the other criterion, the firm will be deemed as in the ósmallô category. 
 

2.20.5 Cottage Industry 

In manufacturing, cottage industry will be deemed to comprise enterprises with either the value 

(replacement cost) of fixed assets excluding land and building of less than Tk. half a million, or with 

up to 9 workers, including household members. 
 

If on one criterion, a firm falls into the ócottageô category, while it falls into ómicroô category based on 

the other criterion, the firm will be deemed as in the ómicroô category. 
 

(Note: The definitions under 2.20 are as per the ñNational Industrial Policy 2010ò of Bangladesh)  
 

2.21 Definitions of Broad Industrial Classifications: 
According to International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC), Rev.4, all economic activities are 

classified into 21 broad sections (United Nations, 2008). The report follows the classification and 

covered the sections except three by customizing those in Bangladesh context - Bangladesh Standard 

Industrial Classification (BSIC) -2009. The definitions of those broad sections are as below: 
 

2.21.1 Section-A: Agriculture, forestry and fishing:  

Agriculture, forestry and fishing activities comprise of the exploitation of vegetal and animal natural 

resources, comprising the activities of growing of crops, raising and breeding of animals, harvesting 

of timber and other plants, animals or animal products from a farm or their natural habitats. This 

section also covers fisheries and aquaculture. In Economic Census 2013, only non-household based 

activities of such types has been considered as economic activities. 
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2.21.2 Section-B: Mining and quarrying:  
This section includes the extraction of minerals occurring naturally as solids (coal and ores), liquids 

(petroleum) or gases (natural gas). Extraction can be achieved by different methods such as 

underground or surface mining, well operation, seabed mining etc. These activities also include 

supplementary activities aimed at preparing the crude materials for marketing, for example, crushing, 

grinding, cleaning, drying, sorting, concentrating ores, liquefaction of natural gas and agglomeration 

of solid fuels. These operations are often carried out by the units that extracted the resource and/or 

others located nearby. 
 

2.21.3 Section-C: Manufacturing: 

Manufacturing includes the physical or chemical transformation of materials, substances or 

components into new product. Substantial alteration, renovation, or reconstruction of goods is 

generally combined to be manufacturing. 
 

The units engaged in manufacturing are often described as plants, factories or mills and 

characteristically use power-driven machines and materials-handling equipment. However, economic 

units that transform materials or substances into new products by hand or in the workerôs home and 

those engaged in selling to the general public of products made on the same premises from which they 

are sold, such as bakeries and custom tailors, are also included in this section. Manufacturing units 

may process materials or may contract with other units to process their materials for them. Both types 

of units are included in manufacturing. 
 

2.21.4 Section-D: Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply:  

This section includes the activity of providing electric power, natural gas, steam, hot water and the 

like through a permanent infrastructure (network) of lines, mains and pipes. The dimension of the 

network is not decisive; also included are the distribution of electricity, gas, steam, hot water and the 

like in industrial parks or residential buildings. This section therefore includes the operation of electric 

and gas utilities, which generate, control and distribute electric power or gas. Also included is the 

provision of steam and air-conditioning supply. 
 

2.21.5 Section-E: Water supply; sewerage, waste management and remediation activities: 

This section includes activities related to the management (including collection, treatment and 

disposal) of various forms of waste, such as solid or non-solid industrial or household waste, as well 

as contaminated sites. The output of the waste or sewage treatment process can either be disposed of 

or become an input into other production processes. Activities of water supply are also grouped in this 

section, since they are often carried out in connection with, or by units also engaged in, the treatment 

of sewage. 
 

2.21.6 Section-F: Construction:  
This section includes general construction and specialized construction activities for buildings and 

civil engineering works. It includes new work, repair, additions and alterations, the erection of 

prefabricated buildings or structures on the site and also construction of a temporary nature. 
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General construction is the construction of entire dwellings, office buildings, stores and other public 

and utility buildings, farm buildings etc., or the construction of civil engineering works such as 

motorways, streets, bridges, tunnels, railways, airfields, harbours and other water projects, irrigation 

systems, sewerage systems, industrial facilities, pipelines and electric lines, sports facilities etc. 
 

This work can be carried out on own account or on a fee or contract basis. Portions of the work and 

sometimes even the whole practical work can be subcontracted out. A unit that carries the overall 

responsibility for a construction project is classified here. 
 

2.21.7 Section-G: Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles:  

This section includes wholesale and retail sale (i.e. sale without transformation) of any type of goods 

and the rendering of services incidental to the sale of these goods. Wholesaling and retailing are the 

final steps in the distribution of goods. Goods bought and sold are also referred to as merchandise. 

Also included in this section are the repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles. 
 

2.21.8 Section-H: Transportation and storage including postal and courier:  

Economic unit engaged in passenger or freight transport, whether scheduled or not, by rail, pipeline, 

road, water or air and associated activities such as terminal and parking facilities, cargo handling, 

storage etc. included in this section is the renting of transport equipment with driver or operator. 

Postal and courier activities are also included here. 
 

2.21.9 Section-I: Accommodation and food service activities (Hotel and restaurant):  

Activities of economic units include the provision of short-stay accommodation for visitors and other 

travelers and the provision of complete meals and drinks fit for immediate consumption. The amount 

and type of supplementary services provided within this section can vary widely (United Nations, 

2008). It also includes either one or both of hotels and restaurants. 
 

2.21.10 Section-J: Information and communication:  
 

These activities include the production and distribution of information and cultural products, the 

provision of the means to transmit or distribute these products, as well as data or communications, 

information technology activities and the processing of data and other information service activities. 

The main components of this section are publishing activities, including software publishing, motion 

picture and sound recording activities, radio and TV broadcasting and programming activities, 

telecommunications activities and information technology activities and other information service 

activities. 
 

2.21.11 Section-K: Financial and insurance activities:  

This section includes financial service activities, including insurance, reinsurance and pension funding 

activities and activities to support financial services. This section also includes the activities of 

holding assets, such as activities of holding companies and the activities of trusts, funds and similar 

financial entities. 
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2.21.12 Section-L: Real estate activities:  

This section includes acting as lessors, agents and/or brokers in one or more of the following: selling 

or buying real estate, renting real estate, providing other real estate services such as appraising real 

estate or acting as real estate escrow agents. Activities in this section may be carried out on own or 

leased property and may be done on a fee or contract basis. Also included is the building of structures, 

combined with maintaining ownership or leasing of such structures. 
 

2.21.13 Section-M: Professional, scientific and technical activities:  

This section includes specialized professional, scientific and technical activities. These activities 

require a high degree of training, and make specialized knowledge and skills available to users.  
 

2.21.14 Section-N: Administrative and support service activities:  

This section includes a variety of activities that support general business operations. These activities 

differ from those in the section of Professional, scientific and technical activities, since their primary 

purpose is not the transfer of specialized knowledge. 
 

2.21.15 Section-O: Public administration and defense; compulsory social security:  

This section includes activities of a governmental nature, normally carried out by the public 

administration. This includes the enactment and judicial interpretation of laws and their pursuant 

regulation, as well as the administration of programmes based on them, legislative activities, taxation, 

national defense, public order and safety, immigration services, foreign affairs and the administration 

of government programmes. This section also includes compulsory social security activities. 
 

2.21.16 Section-P: Education:  

This section includes public or private education at any level or for any profession, oral or written as 

well as by radio and television or other means of communication. It includes education by the 

different establishments in the regular school system at its different levels as well as adult education, 

literacy programmes, religious education (madrashas), technical education, computer education, 

professional coaching centres, training centres etc. Also included are military schools and academies, 

prison schools etc. at their respective levels.  
 

2.21.17 Section-Q:  Human health and social work activities:  

This section includes the provision of health and social work activities. Activities include a wide range 

of activities, starting from health care provided by trained medical professionals in hospitals and other 

facilities, over residential care activities that still involve a degree of health care activities to social 

work activities without any involvement of health care professionals. 
 

2.21.18 Section-R: Arts, entertainment and recreation:  

This section includes a wide range of activities to meet varied cultural, entertainment and recreational 

interests of the general public, including live performances, operation of museum sites, gambling, 

sports and recreation activities.  
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2.21.19 Section-S: Other service activities: 

This section (as a residual category) includes the activities of membership organisations, the repair of 

computers and personal and household goods and a variety of personal service activities not covered 

elsewhere in the classification. 
 

2.21.20 Section-T: Activities of households as employers; undifferentiated goods and services 

producing activities of households for own use:  

This class includes activities of households as employers of domestic personnel such as maids, cooks, 

waiters, valets, butlers, laundresses, gardeners, gatekeepers, stable-lads, chauffeurs, caretakers, 

governesses, babysitters, tutors, secretaries etc. This division also includes the undifferentiated 

subsistence goods-producing and services producing activities of households. Households should be 

classified here only if it is impossible to identify a primary activity for the subsistence activities of the 

household. If the household engages in market activities, it should be classified according to the 

primary market activity carried out. 
 

2.21.21 Section-U: Activities of extraterritorial organisations and bodies: 

Activities of international organisations such as the United Nations and the specialized agencies of the 

United Nations system, regional bodies etc., the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, the 

World Customs Organisation, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, the 

Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries, the European Communities, the European Free Trade 

Association, Asian Development Bank, Food and Agriculture Organisation, International Labour 

Organisation etc. This class also includes activities of diplomatic and consular missions when being 

determined by the country of their location rather than by the country they represent. 
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CHAPTER III  
Establishments and Total Persons Engaged  

 
This chapter has focused on the distribution of establishments as well as total persons engaged (TPE) 

in various forms. Establishments by type, location and the TPE by type of establishments, sex, 

location, category etc. are the key issues discussed in the chapter.   
 

Table 3.1: Total Establishments by Type and Total Persons Engaged (TPE) by Sex, and by 

Location, 2013 
 

Type Establishments Total Persons Engaged (TPE) 

Total %  Total % Male % Female % 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Total 62970 100 125944 100 108561 86.20 17383 13.80 

Permanent 33932 53.89 85146 67.61 74169 87.11 10977 12.89 

Temporary 1051 1.67 1612 1.28 1565 97.08 47 2.92 

Economic Household 27987 44.44 39186 31.11 32827 83.77 6359 16.23 

Urban 12057 19.15 28508 22.64 24294 85.22 4214 14.78 

Permanent 7836 12.44 23274 18.48 20518 88.16 2756 11.84 

Temporary 444 0.71 677 0.54 667 98.52 10 1.48 

Economic Household 3777 6.00 4557 3.62 3109 68.22 1448 31.78 

Rural  50913 80.85 97436 77.36 84267 86.48 13169 13.52 

Permanent 26096 41.44 61872 49.13 53651 86.71 8221 13.29 

Temporary 607 0.96 935 0.74 898 96.04 37 3.96 

Economic Household 24210 38.45 34629 27.5 29718 85.82 4911 14.18 
 

Table 3.1 shows the distribution of establishments by type & by location and the total persons 

engaged (TPE) by sex & by location. It is observed that there are a total of 62,970 economic units in 

Gopalganj of which 33,932 is permanent, 1051 temporary and 27,987 economic households. It is 

evident that permanent establishments occupy the largest share with 53.89% followed by economic 

households with 44.44% and the temporary establishments with 1.67%. 

 

Analyzing the figures by location, it is found that of the total, the major portion 80.85% is located in 

the rural areas and the rest 19.15% in the urban. Out of 80.85% economic units in the rural areas, 

41.44% is permanent, 0.96% temporary and 38.45% economic households whereas out of 19.15% 

economic units in urban areas, 12.44% is permanent, 0.71% temporary and 6.00% economic 

households.  

 

Table 3.1 also reveals that 1,25,944 persons are engaged in various non-farm economic activities in 

Gopalganj of whom 1,08,561 are male and 17,383 female. Out of the total, 67.61% is engaged in 

permanent establishments, 1.28% in temporary establishments and 31.11% in economic households. It 

is important to note that the largest number is engaged in permanent establishment.  
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Figure 3.1: Total Establishments and Total Persons Engaged (TPE) by Type 
 

 
 

Table 3.2: Annual Growth Rate of Establishments and Total Persons Engaged (TPE) by Type & 

by Location between 2001 & 03 and 2013 

 

Type Establishments Total Persons Engaged(TPE) 

2001 & 03 2013 Annual 

Growth 

Rate 

2001 & 

03 

2013 Annual 

Growth 

Rate 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Total 27343 62970 7.58 59975 125944 6.74 

Permanent 25474 33932 2.61 55819 85146 3.84 

Temporary 646 1051 4.42 1027 1612 4.1 

Economic Household 1223 27987 28.46 3129 39186 22.98 

Urban 6148 12057 6.12 19485 28508 3.46 

Permanent 5787 7836 2.76 18869 23274 1.91 

Temporary 338 444 2.48 551 677 1.87 

Economic Household 23 3777 46.37 65 4557 38.64 

Rural  21195 50913 7.97 40490 97436 7.98 

Permanent 19687 26096 2.56 36950 61872 4.69 

Temporary 308 607 6.17 476 935 6.14 

Economic Household 1200 24210 27.31 3064 34629 22.05 
(Note: Data on the Economic Households of two censuses, 2001&03 and 2013, may not be strictly comparable due to definitional changes. See Chapter 

II, Para- 2.19) 

 

Table 3.2 explains the annual growth, taken place between the last two censuses, of establishments as 

well as that of total persons engaged (TPE) in Gopalganj. Between the two census periods, the 

economic units have been increased by 7.58% and the TPE by 6.74% annually. It implies that the total 

number of economic units in 2001 & 03 was 27,343 which has been increased to 62,970 in 2013, and 

the TPE has been increased from 59,975 in 2001 & 03 to 1,25,944 in 2013. In the urban areas, the 

establishments have been increased by 6.12% and the TPE by 3.46% while it has increased by 7.97% 

and the TPE by 7.98% respectively in the rural areas. 
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Figure 3.2 A: Total Establishments and Total Persons Engaged (TPE) by Type  
 

 
 

Figure 3.2 B: Establishments by Location 
 

 
 

Figure 3.2 C: Total Persons Engaged (TPE) by Location 
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Table 3.3: Total Persons Engaged (TPE) by Sex, by Type of Establishments and by Location, 

2001&03 and 2013 
 

Type Total Persons Engaged (TPE) 

2001 & 03 2013 

Total Male Female Total Male Female 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Total 59975 54821 5154 125944 108561 17383 

Permanent 55819 51845 3974 85146 74169 10977 

Temporary 1027 944 83 1612 1565 47 

Economic Household 3129 2032 1097 39186 32827 6359 

Urban 19485 18464 1021 28508 24294 4214 

Permanent 18869 17906 963 23274 20518 2756 

Temporary 551 510 41 677 667 10 

Economic Household 65 48 17 4557 3109 1448 

Rural  40490 36357 4133 97436 84267 13169 

Permanent 36950 33939 3011 61872 53651 8221 

Temporary 476 434 42 935 898 37 

Economic Household 3064 1984 1080 34629 29718 4911 
 

Table 3.3 presents data on the total persons engaged (TPE) by sex, type and location of the 

establishments. In 2013, the male is 1,08,561 (86.19%), which was 54,821 (91.40%) in 2001& 03 and 

the female is 17,383 (13.80%.) compared to 5,154 (8.59%) in 2001 & 03. The figures imply that the 

percentage of female worker has been significantly increased to 13.80% in 2013 from 8.59% in 2001 

& 03.  
 

In 2013, of the total TPE in the urban area, 24,294 (85.21%) is male and 4,214 (14.78%) female 

whereas the figures are 18,464 (94.76%) and 1,021 (5.24%) respectively in 2001 & 03 showing an 

upward trend of female participation in the labor market. In case of rural area, the figures of male and 

female are 84,267 (86.48%) and 13,169 (13.51%) respectively in 2013 compared to those of  36,357 

(89.79%) and 4,133 (10.2%) respectively in 2001 & 03. 
 

Figure 3.3: Total Persons Engaged (TPE) by Sex 
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Table 3.4: Average Size of Establishments by Type, Location and by Sex, 2001 & 03 and 2013 
 

Type Average Size of Establishments 

2001 & 03 2013 

Total Male Female Total Male Female 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Total 2.20 2.00 0.20 2.00 1.72 0.28 

Permanent 2.20 2.00 0.20 2.51 2.19 0.32 

Temporary 1.60 1.50 0.10 1.53 1.49 0.04 

Economic Household 2.60 1.70 0.90 1.40 1.17 0.23 

Urban 3.20 3.00 0.20 2.36 2.01 0.35 

Permanent 3.30 3.10 0.20 2.97 2.62 0.35 

Temporary 1.60 1.50 0.10 1.52 1.50 0.02 

Economic Household 2.80 2.10 0.70 1.21 0.82 0.38 

Rural  1.90 1.70 0.20 1.91 1.66 0.26 

Permanent 1.90 1.70 0.20 2.37 2.06 0.32 

Temporary 1.50 1.40 0.10 1.54 1.48 0.06 

Economic Household 2.60 1.70 0.90 1.43 1.23 0.20 
 

The average size of establishments by type, location and sex for 2001& 03 and 2013 are portrayed in 

Table 3.4. Comparing the figures of the two censuses, it is noticed that the average size of 

establishments has slightly decreased; it is 2.00 in 2013 and 2.2 in 2001 & 03.  It is found that the 

average size of establishments has been decreased in both urban and rural areas: in the urban area it 

has been decreased from 3.20 in 2001 & 03 to 2.36 in 2013 while in the rural it has remained same in 

2001 & 03 and in 2013. Interestingly, average size of permanent establishment has been increased to 

2.51 in 2013 from 2.20 in 2001 & 03.    
 

Figure 3.4: Average Size of Establishments by Type 
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Table 3.5: Wage and Non-wage Employment and Annual Growth Rate by Type of 

Establishments, 2001&03 and 2013 
 

Type 2001 & 03 2013 

TPE % TPE % Annual Growth Rate 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

All Establishments 59975 100 125944 100 6.74 

Wage Employment 29609 49.40 58404 46.37 6.18 

Non-wage Employment 30366 50.60 67540 53.63 7.27 

Permanent Establishments 55819 100 85146 100 3.84 

Wage Employment 28383 50.80 53515 62.85 5.77 

Non-wage Employment 27436 49.20 31631 37.15 1.29 

Temporary Establishments 1027 100 1612 100 4.10 

Wage Employment 245 23.90 397 24.63 4.39 

Non-wage Employment 782 76.10 1215 75.37 4.01 

Economic Households 3129 100 39186 100 22.98 

Wage Employment 981 31.40 4492 11.46 13.83 

Non-wage Employment 2148 68.60 34694 88.54 25.29 
 

Wage and non-wage Employment by type of establishments for 2001 & 03 and 2013 are described in 

Table 3.5. Comparing the figures of the two censuses, it is noticed that in total, the share of wage 

employment has been moderately decreased from 49.4% in 2001 & 03 to 46.37% in 2013 while it is 

temperately increased in Non-wage employment from 50.6% in 2001 & 03 to 53.63% in 2013. 
 

In case of Permanent and Temporary establishments, the identical scenarios are evident. Wage 

employment has sharply boosted up while the non-wage employment has substantially reduced. In 

case of Economic Households, data are not strictly comparable as the definitions used in two censuses 

are considerably different. Nevertheless, it is found that in 2013, the share of wage employment is 

11.46%, which was 31.4% in 2001 & 03 and in regard to non-wage employment, it is 88.54% in 2013, 

which was 68.6% in 2001 & 03. 
 

Figure 3.5: Wage and Non-wage Employment 
 

 

Analysing the figures of annual growth rate, it can be remarked that over the last 11 years, the 

employment has grown by 6.74% in general, 6.18% in wage and by 7.27% in non-wage. Among the 

types of establishments, the highest growth rate is recorded in Economic Household 22.98% followed 

by Temporary 4.1% and in Permanent 3.84%.  



Economic Census 2013, District Report: Gopalganj 

 

27 

CHAPTER IV  
Establishments by Activities 

 

This chapter has highlighted the figures of the establishments and the Total Persons Engaged (TPE) 

by different non-farm economic activities. According to Bangladesh Standard Industrial Classification 

(BSIC)-2009 prepared in line with the International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC), Rev.4, 

the whole economy has been classified into 21 broad industrial sectors, but three sectors such as (i) 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing, (ii) Activities of Households as Employers, Undifferentiated Goods 

and Services Producing Activities of Households for Own Use, (iii) Activities of Extraterritorial 

Organisations and Bodies have not been covered under the Economic Census 2013. Hence, the figures 

of the other sectors are described from different viewpoints.  
 

Table 4.1: Number of Establishments and Total Persons Engaged (TPE) by Sex, and Average 

Size of Establishment by Economic Activity, 2013  
 

Section 

(BSIC-

2009) 

Economic Activities Establis

hments 

Total Persons Engaged (TPE) Average Size of 

Establishments Total Male Female 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

B Mining and Quarrying 4 10 10 0 2.50 
C Manufacturing 3872 20533 16268 4265 5.30 
D Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air 

Conditioning Supply 
44 405 365 40 9.20 

E Water Supply, Sewerage, Waste 
Management and Remediation Activities 

10 163 134 29 16.30 

F Construction 13 188 144 44 14.46 
G Wholesale and Retail Trade, Repair of 

Motor Vehicles and Motorcycles 
26349 39091 37291 1800 1.48 

H Transportation and Storage 15064 19852 18555 1297 1.32 
I Accommodation and Food Service 

Activities (Hotel and Restaurant) 
3315 7045 6745 300 2.13 

J Information and Communication 68 243 212 31 3.57 
K Financial and Insurance Activities 383 3249 2404 845 8.48 
L Real Estate Activities 0 0 0 0 0.00 
M Professional, Scientific and Technical 

Activities 
229 349 342 7 1.52 

N Administrative and Support Service 
Activities 

324 600 586 14 1.85 

O Public Administration and Defense, 
Compulsory Social Security 

256 3705 3130 575 14.47 

P Education 1490 12323 8814 3509 8.27 
Q Human Health and Social Work Activities 663 2940 2194 746 4.43 
R Art, Entertainment and Recreation 66 87 84 3 1.32 
S Other Service Activities 10820 15161 11283 3878 1.40 

Total 62970 125944 108561 17383 2.00 
(Note: Sections A, T and U of BSIC-2009 are dropped from the table; see-Chapter 1, Para 1.3.1) 
  

Table 4.1 shows that the total number of 1,25,944 persons is engaged in the total of 62,970 

establishments in Gopaganj, of whom 1,08,561 (86.19%) are male and only 17,383 (13.80%) female. 

These figures imply that the male has the strong dominance in the job market, while the female is still 

insignificant. Moreover, analysing the same figures of the female of the two censuses, it is found that 

female participation in the labor market has been significantly increased from 8.59% in 2001 & 03 to 

13.80% in 2013.   
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In Gopalganj, the average size of establishments is 2.00 irrespective of the categories of industry 

(cottage, micro, small, medium and large; see Chapter VIII). This figure exposes that the huge 

number of establishments occupies very tiny size, while the insignificant number is big in size. 
 

Examining the data by economic activities, it is observed that the Wholesale and Retail Trade, Repair 

of Motor Vehicles and Motorcycles has been appeared as the unbeatably largest sector with 26,349 

(41.84%) establishments, in which 39,091 persons are employed, followed by Transportation and 

Storage with 15,064 establishments & 19,852 TPE, Other Service Activities with 10,820 

establishments & 15,161 TPE, Manufacturing with 3,872 establishments & 20,533 TPE and 

Accommodation and Food Service Activities (Hotel and Restaurant) with 3315 establishments & 

7,045 TPE, Education with 1490 establishments and 12,323 TPE and so on. It is observed that there is 

no establishment under Real Estate Activities in the district. 
 

It is important to note that, although the highest number (39,091) of people works in Wholesale and 

Retail Trade, Manufacturing holds the second position with 20,533 TPE.    
 

Figure 4.1A: Establishments by Economic Activities (Top Five) 
 

 
 

Figure 4.1B: Total Persons Engaged (TPE) by Economic Activities (Top Five) 

 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































