Children and Youth in Bangladesh:
Human Capital and Employment
Summary
The shares of 5-14 and 15-24 year age groups are 24.88 and
17.04 per cent among male and 23.47 and 19.29 per cent
among female, the share of youth have increased during
1991 to 2001 and remained static during 2001 to 2011.
Major findings from the study are presented below.
a) School enrolment rates have risen among 6-14 age
groups. Among 11-14 and 15-20 year old groups it
is much lower.
b) School enrolment rate among women of 15-20 age
group is much smaller than young men in this age
group.
c) Rates of labour force participation in 15-24 years
age group is lower than higher aged groups.
d) Unemployment rate among the youth labour is
much higher than aged labour force.
e) Underemployment rate is also high among youth
labour force.
f) LFPR among young women is much lower than
young men
g) Children's employment continues, although the
employment rate in this group has been on the
decline as expected.
Findings (a) and (b) above implies that Bangladesh has
not yet been fully successful in reaping the 'Demographic
Dividend' and needs to invest in education and human
capital development. Policies for raising school
enrolment rates among 11 to 14 year aged have already
been the priority of the government. Stipend programmes
and other programmes for improvement of school quality
have been put in place. From the deceleration of rise of
enrolment in this age group, it appears that the presence
of policies and programmes is not sufficient. Continuous
refinement of the package of policies and better
implementation of programmes is necessary.
The decline of enrolment rate in the rural areas in age
group 15-20 years is an worrying feature which should be
addressed at the earliest. Declining age of marriage of
women and other social problems are linked to this. The
reversal of this trend requires two pronged policies.
On the supply side, more institutions for graduate level
studies should be located in the rural areas. Private sector
institutions should be encouraged to operate in the rural
locations.

In addition, the social environment requires
improvement.
Employment prospects of graduates must be improved to
raise demand for education.
Policies and programmes for reduction of child labour
have been successful in reducing children's labour force
participation. The programmes should continue until
complete elimination of full time employment of children
is achieved.
Major policy thrust required for ensuring proper role of
young people in the socio-economic development of the
country is to improve their position in the labour market.
Such improvement should consist of
Rising employment opportunity and
More productive and thus more remunerative
employment creation is required.
Jobs should be created at preferred locations
In the case of paid jobs, quality improvements,
including workplace safety, leave provision and other
features of "decent work" are needed.
Creation of young entrepreneurs can be an important route to
youth employment generation. Emergence of young
entrepreneurs can also act as a stimulus for economic growth
and this strategy is receiving attention worldwide.
Accelerated growth of employment opportunity, is essential
for
reduction
of
current
unemployment
and
underemployment rate. This requires growth of labour
intensive sub-sectors within industry and skill based service
sectors. This in turn requires investment on raising
employability of the youth labour force which can be
achieved through quality education and skill training
targeted to demand. Thus the demographic advantage in the
form of growing youth population can contribute to
economic growth if this is accompanied by investment in
development of human capital as well as investment for
accelerated growth of employment.

International migrants from Bangladesh: Socio-economic and regional characteristics
Summary
In this era of globalization, the export of services
along with merchandize exports is becoming
important. The usual path of development known
as the 'iron of law of development' seems to
change its course and nature with the increase of
service exports. Ghani (2010) showed that
development in South Asia is taking place through
the export of service which is a departure from the
usual path of development.
The General Agreement of Trade in Services
(GATS), which became effective in January 1995,
identifies four different modes of service trade
depending on the territorial presence of the
supplier and the consumer at the time of the
transaction. Modes 3 and 4 allow the temporary
migration of a person from one country to another
in order to render a service in the destination
country. Bangladesh, a country with a labor
surplus yet beleaguered with problem of
unemployment, has been taking the advantage of
these modes for quite some time. However, to
what extent the poor of Bangladesh can migrate
for overseas jobs is yet to be researched. Against
this backdrop, the specific objectives of the
proposed study are as follows: (i) To analyze the
socioeconomic and demographic characteristics of
the migrant households (ii) To analyze the nexus
between poverty and migration by analyzing their
causality (iii) To analyze the main determinants of
migration by using the cross-sectional household
information, and finally (iv)To analyze the
implications of policies designed to enable
increased migration from relatively poor
households.
The results show poverty significantly retards
international migration. In terms of regions,

people from Chittagong and Sylhet divisions are
more likely to migrate compared to the rest of the
country. Migration of people residing in the
north-western part of the country is more
constrained. One of the main determinants of
international migration is the social capital- the
network of mutual trust and reciprocity, which
depends on the existing number of migrants from
a region. Literacy rate, which can be assumed as a
conduit of information, also significantly affect the
international migration from a particular area. This
explains the higher probability of migration from
Chittagong and Sylhet division which has
relatively larger share of migration vis-à-vis rest of
the country.
The econometric analysis shows that poverty is a
major hindrance to migration. In terms of policy,
the findings imply that the promotion of
inclusiveness of migration (inclusion of poor in it),
cannot be left to the private sector. Government
has to play a role. Similarly, government has to
play a role targeting the lagged regions to promote
migration from there. Only in that case migration
can contribute to the inclusive growth of the
country.

Fertility Differentials in Bangladesh: Trends and Determinants
Summary
Fertility is the most important determinant of population change.
Bangladesh has achieved remarkable success in reducing fertility
rate during last three decades. The objectives of this research
monograph were to examine trends and determinants of fertility
differentials in Bangladesh. These objectives have been achieved
using data from the 2011 census of Bangladesh and Sample Vital
registration System (SVRS) and Bangladesh Demographic and
Health Surveys (BDHS) through the application of bivariate
analysis and multivariate regression analysis.

Based on census data, in general, it was found that the total
fertility rate in Bangladesh has declined consistently during the
period of 1981 to 2011 and Bangladesh has achieved
replacement level fertility (i.e., on average 2.1 children per
woman) in 2011. This is also true when we are using data from
the SVRS. However, by using data from the BDHS we notice
that although the TFR has decline substantial from 6.3 children
in 1975, the total fertility rate in Bangladesh was above the
replacement level in 2011 (i.e., 2.3 children per woman). This
pattern is also true in the case of age-specific fertility rates in
younger age groups (15-19 and 20-24).

Women married before age 18 are more likely to have higher
number of children than women married after age 18. Women
with all girls at the time of census are more likely to have higher
TFR and higher number of children than those who either have
all boys or both boys and girls. This finding clearly indicates the
existence of son preference in our society. Women with lower

socioeconomic status (lower education, not employed and lower
wealth index) were more likely to have higher fertility even after
adjusting for other characteristic of women.

It is evident in this study that access to media has significant
positive impact on reducing fertility. Another important finding in
this study is the divisional variations in fertility. Chittagong and
Sylhet have consistently higher current and cumulative fertility
than other divisions even after adjusting for socioeconomic,
cultural and demographic characteristics suggesting that these
regions should get higher preference in allocating budget and
resources for family planning programs. This is also true in the
case of rural areas in relation to urban areas.

Prevent child marriage through strict implementation of laws
and creating awareness about the negative consequences of child
marriage. Ensure higher than secondary education and higher
labour force participation for women at all levels. Increase
access to media for all and introduce new awareness programs
related to family planning to make those more effective. Design
need-based intervention programs for control of population
growth by giving priority in allocation of budget and resources
in high-fertility prone divisions, for example Sylhet and
Chittagong.
Emphasis should be given in collecting quality data on the
important demographic issues in future censuses of Bangladesh.
Examining parity-specific analysis is important because it had
substantial implication on health and empowerment of women
since women can decide the extent to which they will either
postpone or advance their childbearing. Future research should
explore these aspects in greater detail. Finally, in-depth analysis
should be carried out in future research on the poverty-fertility
nexus in the context of Bangladesh.

Trends, Patterns and Determinants of Marriage in Bagladesh
Summary
The study seeks to identify emerging changes if there is any in
the marriage pattern in Bangladesh which is universal in
general and onsets at an early age for girls in particular. The
broader objective of this research monograph is to examine
the patterns of marriage and identify the factors associated
with marriage in Bangladesh.

This study found that in Bangladesh the proportion of never
married men gradually increased over time but never married
women has increased at an accelerated pace than that of men.
However, the prevalence of widowed, divorced and separated
women decreased substantially overtime in Bangladesh. The
prevalence of widower, divorced and separated men is low but
the rates of divorce and separation are higher among the
poorest category irrespective of sex. The separation is higher
among female than male in the poorest category, which
indicates a relationship between divorce/ separation and
household wealth background.

In Bangladesh the average age at marriage had risen
substantially over what it was a few decades earlier.
Bangladeshi males who are currently aged between 25-54
years have the highest median age at marriage whereas
women who are aged between 25-49 years have the lowest
median age at first marriage. The difference in mean age at
marriage for rural and urban areas declined and the difference
is only half a year where it is high in rural areas. As we know
marriage is considered as the foremost social and
demographic indicator for the exposure of women to the risk

of pregnancy. Study shows that the mean age at first marriage
in Bangladesh for both male and female differ significantly by
different socio-economic and demographic characteristics.
The mean age at first marriage for both male and female has
been observed higher in: urban area; non-slum; non-Bengali
population; non-Muslim population; who has higher than
secondary education; and those who belongs to richest
quintile.

Although the legal age of marriage in Bangladesh is 18 years,
but this study found that almost half of all marriages take
place before the legal age. There are variations in terms of the
age at first marriage among different districts of Bangladesh.
By examining the effects of socioeconomic characteristics to
child marriage this study finds that slum dwelling status,
Muslim religion, rural residence and media exposure stands
out as the strongest contributor.
In Bangladesh majority of male-females are married once.
However, those who married more than once are in rural place
of residence, substantially larger in slum when compared with
non-slum, Bengali ethnic people, rent free tenancy, among the
age group of 45 years and over, male population, Muslim
religion, who have no education, and poorest wealth quintile.
We found that Muslim religion, slum dwelling status,
employed, media exposure and urban residence stands out as
the major determinants in terms of remarriage.
More strategic targeting and responsive social policies are
needed to implement towards the differential marital status of
the population in Bangladesh. For that addressing poverty
through economic empowerment of girls and women can
increase the age at marriage. Continuing existing emphasis on
education for women can reduce child marriage. As the
purpose of sample census is not to provide in-depth
information on any specific topic rather to describe the
situation of many variables detailed studies on marriage are
needed to explore marriage related vulnerabilities of men and
women and for ethnic population to understand marriage
dynamics in Bangladesh.

Changing Patterns of Urbanization in Bangladesh: An Analysis of Census Data
Summary
The process of urbanization in Bangladesh was relatively low compared to other
Asian countries. However, the country has experienced a remarkable progress of
urbanization and urban growth in terms of increasing proportion of urban
population and urban centers since the country's independence in 1971. A
significant number of studies conducted so far which focused on the growth of
urbanization and urban centers and its consequences. However, very few
researches have been conducted to examine that the urbanization and urban
growth in Bangladesh that possess the characteristics of 'real' urbanization and
urban growth. In this context, this monograph broadly focused on the tempo
pattern of the level of urbanity in different urban centers since 1991 by using
census data. The specific objectives of this research monograph are to: (1)
investigate the tempo of urbanization and urban growth in Bangladesh; (2)
scrutinize the changing concentration pattern of urban areas/agglomerations in
Bangladesh; (3) examine the growth rate of urban centers in terms of 'rank-size
rule' and 'law of the primate city'; and (4) examine how urban the urban centers
are in Bangladesh. Figure:1-Growth of Urban Population in Bangladesh:
Over the period, the number of urban centres have increased. There were 48 urban centres in 1901, which increased to 108 in 1971. The rapid
growth has been observed in 1981. The total number of urban centres reached to 500 in 1981, which further increased to 532 in 2001 but due to
definitional change the number reduced to 506 in 2011. The number of urban centers increased over time but the pressure on the primate city
which is Dhaka has not reduced; rather increased steadily. This increased dependency on the primate city has been tested by using the 'rank-size
rule' and 'law of the primate city'. The findings are presented in the figure-3. It shows that gap between primate city and other cities in terms of
the population size are increasing over time.
Figure:3- Increased Trend of Population Size in Different Urban Centers in Bangladesh:1991-2011

How urban the urban centers are in Bangladesh? We used the following indicators to
consider an urban area as urban: (1) a density of not less than 1,000 per sq. km (P); (2)
a population of at least 5,000 (D); (3) a literacy rate of not less than 50 percent (L); (4)
75 percent of dwelling has access to tap water for drinking (W); (5) 85 percent dwelling
have sanitary toilet facilities (S); and (6) 90 percent dwelling has access to electricity
(E). A numerical score of '1' or '0' was assigned for the presence or absence of each of
these indicators for each of the urban areas. A reliability analysis was then performed to
assess the strength of selecting these indicators. Finally, for each of the urban area, the
obtained numeric scores were summed up to classify their level of urbaneness. Figure:
4 shows that in 2011 only 7 (seven) urban centers fulfilled all the conditions of
urbaneness considered in this research monograph while figure: 5 shows that 206
urban centers out of 424 urban centers across the country don't fulfill the conditions of
urbaneness except the population size.

The findings of this monograph suggest that 'urban'
definitional consistency should be maintained in such
a way that comparison and analytical consistency can
be achieved for policy formulation. The monograph
clearly shows that the growth of urban centers and
urbanness are not in line. It has been observed that
different urban services (provision of safe drinking
water, sanitary latrine, access to electricity) are highly
unequally distributed across the urban centers.

In conclusion, this monograph suggest that initiatives should be taken to equalize urban services which will eventually help us to reduce Dhaka
city's primacy. In this connection regional development should be prioritized to lessen present pressure on the existing primate city. This
monograph suggest to explore the causes of unequal urbanization by linking up the economic and industrialization related variables (internal and
international migration, per capita GDP, industrialization, etc.).

Elderly Population in Bangladesh: Current Features and Future Perspectives
Summary
Ageing is one of the emerging issues that has been gradually accumulating
with its far reaching consequences in Bangladesh, which necessitates new
legislation and policies and growing awareness on this issue. This
monograph is intended to be good resource for the government and
non-government policy makers for such purposes. The main objective of
preparing this monograph is to portray the current situation of elderly
population of Bangladesh in terms of magnitude and proportion of elderly
population at the national and regional level. A future perspective of the
elderly situation at the national and regional (district) level is also looked at.
According to the long questionnaire survey, census 2011, the percentage of elderly in
Bangladesh is 7.7 percent. Among all the divisions, the number of elderly is the
highest in Barisal along with the highest proportions of male and female elderly
among the whole country. The difference between the male and female elderly
population seems to be very trivial except for the Barisal division where the male and
female elderly population consists of 4.84 percent and 4.18 percent, respectively, of
the division population.
There is a low proportion of economically active elderly people in Bangladesh,
notably one-fourth are self-employed in agriculture (16 percent) but about
two-third (68 percent) of the elderly are economically inactive. The percentage of
inactive is as high as 95 percent among the female elderly while
the
corresponding percentage for the male is 43.89 percent among the male. The
ageing profile of Bangladesh shows that the ageing index, the total dependency
ratio and the old age dependency ratio are 22.5, 64 percent and 8, respectively.
The median age of 23 years reveals that fifty per- cent of Bangladesh
population have an age under 23 years. The number of people aged 15-59 per
100 elderly people aged 60+, that is the measure of potential support ratio
(PSR) for Bangladesh is found to be 1256 which reflects a lesser level of
burden placed on the working population. The projected elderly population of
year 2015 by division and their type of residence indicates that for every
division the number of elderly living in rural areas is greater than the number
of elderly living in other than rural area now. But this share of rural elderly
The monthly rate of old-age pension in comparison of CPI is
forecasted to be BDT 1549 in 2020 while the forecasted coverage of
the old age pension umbrella is found to be about 32 percent in
2020. These estimation has taken into consideration the change in
the number of elderly population, change in living index and the
change in the coverage of old-age pension at their current rates.
The monograph stated few generic recommendations on the basis of the study findings. It is felt that policies are needed to be
developed for collection of age, sex, region of residence disaggregated data on people 60 years and over. Public programs,
including pension schemes and the national healthcare systems are needed to be enhanced both in terms of size and coverage.
The old age allowance is needed to be increased to an amount of between 750 to 1500 taka. Needs are felt for research on
forecasting ageing, growth and structure of family pattern and care and living arrangements of the elderly. There seems to be
need for a policy reform that encourages the elderly who are still capable to stay in the work force.
Percentage of elderly
Median age
Old age dependency ratio

7.7%
23 years
8

Percentage of elderly economically inactive
Projected size of elderly population in 2015
Projected size of elderly population in 2025

68%
12.8 million
17.2 million

Disability in Bangladesh:
Prevalence and Pattern
Summary
Objectives and methods: To explore prevalence, pattern, and
differentials of peoples with disability using data (5% of total
population) from the Census 2011. Results were compared
with those from a further analysis of data from Household
Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) 2010 to assess the
robustness and consistency of census results.
Key findings: The overall prevalence of disability is 1.41%
(a total of 101,585 people with disability), which is very close
to 1.51%, the prevalence of people with severe or acute
disability found in HIES. Both census and survey results
revealed that the prevalence of disability is higher in older
people than younger people and in males than femaleS.
Disability is more prevalent in rural than in urban areas.
Physical disability and vision impairment appear to be the
most common forms of disability. Disability contributes to
higher divorce rates in addition to being an impediment to
marriage. There is also marked gender disparity in the effect
of disability on marital status: males with disability have
much less difficulty in getting married than disabled females,
and higher divorce/separation rates are observed among
disabled females compared to disabled males. Disabled
people have less access to education and income generating
activities compared to non-disabled people of the same age
group and socio-economic background.
Coclusions and policy implications: It is essential to
create positive awareness among the general public
about the rights of disabled people and society's
responsibility towards them. This could be done
through electronic and print media by broadcasting r
special programs t that dispel superstitious beliefs and
misconceptions about disability and inform people
about the proper treatment and care of disabled
persons. Special access to education, employment and
modern disability aids should be provided so that they
can contribute to national ecocnomy .

Vulnerability is the propensity or predisposition to be
adversely affected, has been studied as a composite of
adaptive capacity, sensitivity and exposure to hazards.
The size and density of the population together with
regular extreme weather events such as floods and
cyclones make Bangladesh extremely vulnerable to
natural hazards becoming natural disasters. This study
provides an in-depth analysis of variables associated
with vulnerability and spatial pattern of vulnerability
indicators which would help to achieve sustainable
development goals such as Gender equality, Sustainable
water and sanitation, Reduce inequality within
countries, Safe, resilient and sustainable human
settlement and Combat climate change and its impact.
Bangladesh Population and Housing Censuses data of
2011 are used and compared with previous Censuses.
Descriptive statistics, multivariate techniques such as
principal component analysis, spatial analysis are used.
Data analysis is done by SPSS and ArcGIS.
The key findings are:
Dhaka division has the highest population density
followed by Rajshahi, Rangpur, Chittagong,
Sylhet, Khulna and Barisal divisions in order. The
most densely populated district is Dhaka followed
by Narayanganj.
The earthquake prone region that includes districts
Dhaka, Chittagong, Sylhet, Rangpur and
Mymensing is highly vulnerable because of high
density.
Most of the proxy vulnerability indicators indicate
that vulnerability is more in rural than urban area.
Illiterate population, unsafe sanitation and
vulnerable house decreased remarkably from 2001
to 2011. However, levels of illiteracy and use of
unsafe sanitation are still high in Bangladesh.
Other indicators such as proportions of elderly,
disable and divorced/widow/separated population
increased in 2011 than 2001.

Population over 65 year and disable population are
the maximum in Barisal division, whereas female
population, vulnerable house are maximum in
Chittagong division. Proportion of floating
population is highest in Dhaka division, while
proportion
of
illiterate
population,
divorced/widow/separated population and unsafe
sanitation are highest in Rangpur division.
Disability is higher among male compared to
female, whereas illiteracy is higher in female than
male. The percentage of disable population is
higher in Barisal and Rangpur divisions.
Household vulnerability is higher in the hilly area
of Chittagong division. Specifically, the coping
capacity of Bandarban district is the lowest.
Household asset indicator shows that living
standard of population in hilly areas, some part of
coastal belt and drought prone region is poor.
The water and sanitation of flood prone region and
coastal belt is still not sufficiently good.
Additionally, a major proportion of houses in
cyclone and tornedo prone region and at the same
time in coastal region are not strong enough.

Household Amenities and Assets
Summary
This monograph focused on the scenario of housing
amenities and assets of Bangladesh based on Population
Census and other sources. The information pertaining to
household amenities and assets collected in the post census
long questionnaire survey (Sample census) shows that
access to tap water to the households are still very limited.
However comparison from the main censuses it is observed
that it increased over the years.

In Bangladesh. During the Census (2011) 56.8% households
reported the use of electricity, 3.3% reported to use solar
energy and the rest used kerosene and other source. The use
of electricity was reported to use by 48.8% household in the
rural area and 88.7% households in the urban area. Solar
energy was reported to use by 4.0% rural household.
Use of boiled/bottled/filtered water was found to use by
7.8% households at the national level, 2.9% households in
the rural area and 27.8% household in the urban area. There
exists variation in the use of treated water among the
divisions of the country.
Regarding the distance to water source, it is observed from
the survey that at the national level 60.7% have water source
inside dwelling. In the rural area such percentage is
57.6% and in the urban area 73.6%. Water source within
200 meters was 31.64% at the national level, 33.78% for the
rural area and 22.8% in the urban area. Water source at a
distance within 200 meters was found higher in northern
zilas compared to southern zilas of Bangladesh.
As regards toilet facilities of the households at the national
level, 27.8% have sanitary toilet with water seal. Such
percentages were 22.9% in the rural area and 48.2% in the
urban area. About one third household in both urban and
rural areas reported to have sanitary toilet without water
seal. There exists wide variation in the use of sanitary toilet
with water seal among the zilas of the country.

As regards disposal of solid waste, unmanaged dustbin was
dominant in rural area whereas managed dustbin was found
in higher percentage in the urban area.

Regarding the use of fuel for cooking, the traditional fuels
still dominate in the country. Solid fuel like straw/dried cow
dung was found to be used by 51.2% households. Such
percentage for rural area was 59.1% and urban area 18.4%.
Solid fuel like wood was used by 34.8% household in the
national level, 35.1% in the rural area and 33.4% in the
urban area. Gas/LPG was reported to use by 12.7%
households at the aggregate level, 4.5% in the rural area and
46.9% in the urban area.

Access to print and electronic media shows that on an
average 0.57 male member and 0.10 female members have
access to newspaper. Only 0.08 male member and 0.09
female member listen to radio, 1.01 male member and 0.95
female member view television and 0.04 male and 0.01
female member use internet at the national level. The use of
these print and electronic media varies widely with the
residence and socio-economic characteristics of the
household heads. Ownership of household assets was
reported by household with wide variation among zilas. It is
praise worthy that more than three forth of household
reported to have mobile phone and about one fifth have
bicycle. More than one third household reported to own
television and one fifth household have dish antenna.

Population Distribution and Internal Migration in Bangladesh
Summary
Rural-urban movement dominates the domain of
research and planning as its role in changing the
lives of migrant families both at the place of origin
and destination. This study provides findings from
in-depth analysis of population distribution and
internal migration in Bangladesh. It is an attempt
to provide a general scenario of internal migration
and urbanization in Bangladesh using census 2011
and compared with previous censuses. It also
focuses on the differentials and determinants of
internal migration, and hence identifies the factors
influencing internal migration. This study would
help in achieving Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) in relation to internal migration,
urbanization, and combat climate change and its
impact.
This study explores the nature, causes and
dynamics of domestic migration, and specifically
the role played by three distinct factors livelihoods and economy, the quality of public
services and the presence of challenging
environmental conditions. It presents key findings,
conclusion
and
a
series
of
policy
recommendations. The key findings are:
The size of the population according to the
census 2011 is 144.04 million among which
male is 72.11 million and female is 71.93
million. Among the total population 76.7%
live in rural and 23.3% live in urban. The
size of the population gradually increases in
the study periods.
Bangladesh's urban population has been
growing at a yearly average rate of 6.0%
since independence, at a time when the
national population growth was 2.2%. Urban
migration and population growth trend has
been critically examined. Forces which work

behind rapid urbanization in Bangladesh
have been identified.
Most of the migrants live in Dhaka division,
52.8% in 2004 and 38.7% in 2011 followed
by Khulna, Rajshahi and Chittagong division.
Proportion of migration decreases from 2004
to 2011 in Dhaka and Chittagong divisions
while it increases in other divisions. Recent
trend of migration in Dhaka from rural areas
is increasing than that of urban. It is observed
that migrants belong to the working age
group mostly.
To
assess
the
correlation
with
socio-demographic variable, the wealth index
of migrants is categorized into five quantiles.
The major proportion of migrants, live in
rural, is in the poorest quantile of wealth
index. Conversely, the major proportion of
migrants, live in urban, is in the richest
quantile of wealth index. Among the
divisions, Rajshahi has the highest
percentage of richest migrants (32.13%)
followed by Dhaka (23.78%), Barisal
(22.38%) and Sylhet (21.10%). The
maximum proportion of migrants in the
poorest quantile of wealth index is in
Rangpur division (42.75%). Comparatively,
greater proportion of male migrants is in the
richest quantile (25.5% male and 18.9%
female). Migrants of all age groups are
almost equally distributed in different wealth
quantiles.

Education and Literacy in Bangladesh: An Analysis from Social Inclusion Perspective
Summary
Over the last few decades, Bangladesh has made significant
progress in the education sector, particularly in increasing
literacy and enrolment rates in primary education and in
closing the gender gaps at primary and secondary levels. The
progress has been pro-poor, with enrolment (and completion)
rising faster amongst the poor than the non-poor, faster
amongst girls than boys, and faster in rural areas than in
urban areas.
It is equally true, however, that despite the progress achieved
so far, significant gender gaps still persist in most other
educational indicators including literacy rate and enrolments
at higher levels of education. Significant disparity exists in
literacy rate between urban and rural areas, among different
administrative divisions of the country, and between the poor
and non-poor. Children who come from poor families attend
schools less frequently, have higher dropout rates, and have
lower performance in achievement tests. Moreover, such
disparity has gender and location (rural and urban)
dimensions. Although the disparity is less at the primary
level, the gap is much wider at higher levels. District-wise
analysis showed a gap of about 25 percentage points
between the lowest and the highest performing districts.
The progress achieved in literacy has been substantial but
inadequate in relation to the size and growth of population.
The percentage of literates to total adult population has
improved from 26% in 1974 to 53% in 2011. While this may
be a remarkable progress record compared to the situation in
1974, the size of the illiterate population comes to around 42
million, larger than the population of many counties
(Australia, Canada, etc).
If the situation in education is analysed in the context of the
two major, inter-related objectives Bangladesh has set for
itself: universal primary education; and eradication of adult
illiteracy, then neither aim is realized even after 40 years of
independence. This concern is central to the concept of
development, as education is not only a basic need and
human right but also a means of meeting other needs and for
sustaining development itself.
The overall educational status remains low and is marked by
pronounced rich-poor, gender and geographical disparities.
There is also persistent disparity in literacy by
landownership status, number of living rooms, slum and
non-slum residence and ethnicity. The drop out of the system
at various stages of the primary cycle occurs even before

attaining the minimum educational standards or literacy
skills. Late entry is also pervasive especially amongst the
children from poor families. Those students who start school
late are highly likely to drop out before they complete
primary education.
If poverty has to be reduced and the poor have to be
empowered, the capability of the poor must be enhanced
through ensuring their access to education. Public spending
in education can play a significant role in improving the
equity aspect of the education system in Bangladesh as
benefit incidence analysis shows that public spending on
education has strong redistribution impact in society. The
government spends too little on education (around 2.2% of
GDP and does not use the resources efficiently). There is an
urgent need to increase the budgetary allocation on
education along with measures for increasing efficiency and
equity.
Bangladesh needs to develop a national strategy for
education that is comprehensive, participatory and effective.
In addition to ensuring access to education for all
school-going children, several issues like quality and equity
in access remain important concerns in Bangladesh. With
regard to promoting education of the poor and
disadvantaged, greater emphasis will need to be given on the
following issues: (i).increased allocation for the education
sector; (ii) prioritization of public spending; and (iii) wider
commitment to improve governance issues. Finally, the
private sector needs to be integrated under a common
umbrella along with the public sector. A well-organized
private-public mix education system has to evolve for
achieving near universal coverage.

Age-Sex Composition of Bangladesh Population
Summary
The age sex composition and sex-ratio of Bangladesh
population in the last three decades have been discussed in
this monograph.
The age sex distribution of population at the aggregate level
shows that the population in the lowest age group (0-4) is
decreasing over the years. For the male population the
percentage of population was16.6 in 1981, 16.1% in 1991,
13.0% in 2001 and 10.6% in 2011.For females the
corresponding percentages were 17.4, 16.8%,12.7% and
10.3% respectively. On the other hand population 60 years
are increasing. It was 6.2% for male in 1981 and rose to 8.0%
in 2011. For female it increased from 5.1% in 1981 to 7.0% in
2011.
,

Demographic Dependency ratio shed light on the
demographic burden of the population. Demographic
Dependency Ratio (DDR) can be defined in two ways. The
ratio between population 0-14 and 60 years and above to
population 15-59 expressed in percentage has been termed as
Demographic Dependency Ratio1 (DDR1). On the other
hand, the ratio between population 0-14 and 65 years and
above to the population 15-64 expressed in percentage has
been defined as Demographic Dependency Ratio2 (DDR2).

The age-composition of the population among the districts
shows variation across districts. The proportion of population
in the lower age group (0-4 & 5-9) in the districts of
Chittagong and Sylhet Division is comparatively higher than
other divisions of the country indicate high fertility of these
districts. On the other hand, lower proportion of population in
these age groups in Rajshahi and Khulna division indicate
lower fertility in these districts.
The historical trend of sex ratio of the country varies from a
low 104.5 in 1911 to a high 111.3 in 1901. The lowest sex
ratio of the country was observed in the latest census 2011
which was only 100.3.
The out migration of Bangladesh male population to other
countries can be cause behind this lower sex ratio in 2011.
The sex ratio of population by divisions of the country in
2011 shows the highest sex ratio for Dhaka Division and
lowest for Chittagong Division. The sex ratio of the districts
shows higher sex ratio for Dhaka and adjoining districts. The
age specific sex-ratio of Bangladesh in broad age groups
shows that the sex ratio in the age group 15-19,20-29, 30-39
are historically lower than other groups and reduced over the
years which may be due to international migration of youths.
The age-specific sex ratio of the country shows that the sex
ratio in age group 0-4 are increasing over the years which was
98.3 in 1961 and increased to the highest 108.5 in 2001 and
reduced to 102.9 in 2011. The sex ratio of population 60 years
and above was above 120 in all previous censuses and
reduced to 113.5 in 2011.

Similar trend was also observed in 5 years age group and age
It is notable that DDR1 for male has been reduced from 111.0 specific sex ratio by religious groups. Interestingly, sex ratio
in 1981 to 76.7 in 2011 at the national level. For the females at birth are increasing over the years which may be explained
DDR1 reduced from 107.9 to 68.9 during the period.
by better coverage of children with proper identification of
sex in the recent years.

Housing Condition in Bangladesh
Summary
The housing condition of Bangladesh has been discussed in
this monograph which include of types of housing structure,
dwelling type, roof, wall and floor materials, number of
rooms and sleeping rooms and tenancy of housing
In the national level, of the total structure 6.7% were
pucca,10.1% were semi pucca,74.4% were kutcha and 8.8%
were jhupri in 2001. In 2011 considerable improvement
occurred in the housing structure where 11.3% were
pucca,19.6% were semi-pucca,66,2% were Kutcha and 2,9%
were jhupri.

As regards type of dwelling as high as 77.5% are separate
structure, 6.3% are apartment and 16.2% are joint barrack
house. There exists urban-rural variation in the type of
dwelling where number of apartment are 24.2% in the urban
area compared to 1.9% in the rural area. There exists wide
variation in the type of dwelling by zilas. The number of
apartment housing is high in urbanized zilas, while
joint/barrack house were high in the zilas of Dhaka and
Chittagong Divisions. There exists variation in the dwelling
type by socio-economic characteristics of the head of
household.

Roof materials of the households have been classified into
five broad categories, namely roofs made of

straw/bamboo/polythene/plastic/canvas, tin (C.I sheet),
brick/cement and others. At the national level 4.4% have
roof made of straw/bamboo/polythene/plastic/canvas, 83.0%
have roofs made of C.I sheet, 10.7% have roof made of
cement/brick and 0.4% have other type of roofs. There exists
variation in the type of roof materials by divisions and zilas
of the country and by socio-economic characteristics of the
head of household.
The wall materials of the households at the aggregate level
indicate that the highest (40.6% )households have wall
materials made of tin (C.I sheet) followed by brick/cement
(26.1%), mud/un burnt brick (16.7%) and straw (13.9%),
wood (1.7%) and other (1.0%). There exists urban-rural
variation in the wall materials, in the urban area 60.0.%
households have wall made of brick/cement as against
17.8% in the rural area. There exists wide variation in the
wall materials of the zilas and by socio-economic
characteristics of the head of household.
Floor materials of the households show that at the national
level mud is the main floor material of most of the
households in Bangladesh. As high as 74.0% household
have floor made of mud followed by brick cement (23.2%),
mosaic/tiles (1.7%), wood/bamboo (1.1%). There exists
significant urban-rural variation in the floor materials where
83.7% rural households have floor made of mud and 57.9%
urban households have floor made of brick/cement. There
exists variation in the floor materials by socio-economic
characteristics of the head of household.

Households by dwelling room shows that, two dwelling
rooms are common at the national level and also in the

urban and rural areas of the country. At the national level
31.3% reported to have two dwelling rooms and such
percentage was 32.9% in the rural area and 24.6% in the
urban area. There exists variation in the dwelling rooms by
zilas of the country & by socio-economic characteristics of
the head of household
The number of sleeping rooms of the households shows that
one room households dominate in national as well as in the
urban and rural areas. Among the zilas one room is
common; however two sleeping rooms are also seen in some
southern and south western zilas of the country. Sleeping
room also varies with the socio-economic characteristics of
the head of household.

The tenancy system of households obtained from the sample
survey shows that owned household dominate in the national
& rural level, and the corresponding percentage were 80.4%
and 88.0% respectively. Even in the urban areas 49.2%
households reported the ownership of own household.
Tenancy of households at the zila level shows higher rental
households in the urbanized zilas. Interestingly, rental
households were found in higher rate for households with
better socio-economic condition with few exceptions.
As regards slum households, most households are tenant
households which indicate their persistent poverty both in
urban and rural areas.

Labour Force Participation: Dimension and Dynamics
Summary
This monograph discussed labour force and its dimension
and dynamics from three different sources namely main
Population Census count, Sample Census and Labour Force
Surveys. There exists variations in the volume of labour
force according to these sources.
According to the traditional population censuses of the
country, the labour forces (10 years and above) are
increasing. It was 23.6 million in 1981, rose to 30.7 million
in 1991, 35.9 million in 2001 and 43.5 million in 2011.The
volume of female labourr force increased at a higher rate
than that of male.
Economically active opulation from sample census shows
that, the size of labour force (10 years and over) was 37.7
million in 2004 and increased to 41.0 million in 2011. Male
labour force increased from 35.0 million to 35.5 million
during the period while female labour force increased from
2.7 million to 5.5 million during 2001 and 2011.

Labour force information from the labour force survey
shows that, in 1999-2000 labour force 15 years and over was
40.7 million which rose to 60.7 million according to
prelimary findings of the labour force survey 2013. Of these
labour force, in 19999-2000, 39.0 million were employed
and 1.7 million were unemployed. In 2013 the employed
person increased to 58.1 million with 2.6 million
unemployed. The increase of female labour force were
comparatively much higher than male labour force during
the period. During this period, (1999-2000-2013) percentage
change of male labour force was 32.0% where percentage
change of female labour force was 114.1%.
As regards to employment by major industry, in 2002-2003
51.7% was in agriculture 13.7% was in industry and 34.6%
was in service. In 2013 45.1% was in agriculture, 20.8% in
industry and 21.9% in service. Thus, we notice gradual
change in occupational structure from agriculture to
non-agriculture sector.

The labour force participation rate of both sex remains static
over the period while for females it increased and for male it
decreased. It was 57.3% for both sexes, 87.4% for male and
26.1% for female in 2002-03while in 2013 it was 57.1% for
both sexes 81.7% for male and 33.5% for female. The
overseas employment for males in the recent year may be
responsible for reduction of male in labour force
participation in the country.
As regards to volume of employed person in major
occupation, the volume of persons increased in all
occupation except clerical workers and the increase in
agriculture was the highest 5.77 million during the period
followed by production and transport worker 5.38 million
and sales worker 2.4 million. The employment by major
industries also show similar pattern between this period.

As regards to employment status, the volume of unpaid
family worker increased in higher volume, 7.28 million in
between 1999-2000 to 2010 followed by self employed (4.43
million) & regular period employee (1.35 million)
As per ILO definition, the volume of unemployment in
Bangladesh is not very high. It was 2.0 million in 2002-03,
2.1 million in 2005-06, 2.6 million in 2010 & 2013.The
corresponding rates were 4.3% in 2002-2003, 2005-06 &
2013 and 4.5% in 2010.

The time related underemployment rate (person working less
than 35 hour in a week) is decreasing in Bangladesh which is
encouraging. It was 34.2% in 2002-03, 24.5% in 2005-06
and 20.3% in 2010. Though there exist fluctuation in male
underemployment rate, yet the female underemployment rate
decreased to 35.2% in 2010 compared to 72.3% in 2002-03.
The employments in formal sector in the contest of
Bangladesh are decreasing which is partly due to definitional
change and partly due to expansion of informal employment
in the recent years. The Economic census of 2013 also
support this view where household economic activities
increased to a large extant in 2013 compared to 2001 &
2003. The formal employment was 20.8% in 2002-2003
where as it decreased to 12.6% in 2010.
As regards to weekly hours worked in 2005-06 and 2010, the
percentage of employed person worked less than 15 hours in
a week was 10.3% for both sexes, 1.3% for male and 39.0%
for female in 2005-06 and such percentages were 11.3%,
3.8% and 28.0% respectively in 2010. Percentages of
employed persons worked 60 hours and above were 25.3%,
31.1% and 6.9% for both sexes, male and female in 2005-06
as against 18.0%, 22.7% and 7.1% in 2010.
As regards to weekly income of day labourer, the percentage
of labourer whose weekly income was less than Tk 500 was
52.6% for both sexes, 49.9% for male and 81.7% for female
which reduced to 10.6% for both sexes 9.6% for male and
21.4% for female in 2010. Thus, we see that the low income
labourer decreased over the period. The income of the
labourer having weekly income above Tk 2000 was 1.0% for
both sexes, 3.4% for male and 8.2% for female in 2010.

The size of youth labour force according to labour force
surveys increased over the years. It was 14.51 million in
1999-2000 and increased to 23.40 million in 2013 with on
increase of 8.89 million in between 1999-2000 through
2013. The male youth labour force increased from 10.40
million to 14.00 million with an increase of 3.60 million
between the period while the female youth labour force
increased from 4.11 million to 9.30 million with an increase
of 5.19 million between the period. As regards to occupation
of youths the highest increase was observed in agricultural
occupation (3.80 million) followed by production and
transport workers (2.21 million). Similar change was
observed in case of employment by industry.
As regards to employment status, the highest increase was
observed in case of unpaid family workers and day labourer.
Future trends in labour force have been estimated on the
basis of growth rate of labour force in years 2005-06 to
2010. According to this growth rate the estimated labour
force of the country will be 82.4 million in 2021. The
volume of male labour force will be 48.9 million and female
labour force 33.5 million.

